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Climate Jamboree is a mega-event designed
to start an engagement process with the
youth and orient them towards sustainability
thinking, and subsequently enable them to
play a role in bringing the transformation. It
is a platform to voice ideas on climate change
and sustainability, to engage with thoughtleaders and change-makers, to learn and to
contribute to the shaping of the global
sustainable development agenda.
Engaging more than 10,000 youth and
stakeholders in 2018, it comprised a series of
lead-up events running through June to
October 2018 culminating into a 3-day,
international mega-conference organised on
November 1-3, 2018 at India’s first model
Green Venue - Thyagaraj Sports Complex,
New Delhi.
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About Climate Jamboree
Vision
To empower youth to reflect on, act upon and liberate themselves from apathy to sustainable development and climate
action.
Mission
To leverage the energy of youth towards low
carbon sustainable development by:
• enabling access to the best available
knowledge at all levels
• experiencing, and ideating on solutions for
climate change and sustainability
• creating an emotional connect through the
application of creative and performing
arts towards sustainability communication

Core Principles
The events and activities organised as part of the Climate
Jamboree are guided through three core principles:
• Reflection: To understand, introspect and reflect on the
challenges of climate change and sustainable development
from the global best in this field.
• Action: To showcase easily replicable solutions and initiatives
being undertaken and identify/design more ambitious actions
that can be taken.
• Liberation: To liberate ourselves from the burden of the
climate apathy, by committing to specific actions that would
promote sustainability.
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Target Groups
Individuals of and above 15 years of age from across India and abroad:
• Senior secondary school students
• Under graduates and post graduates
• Researchers
• Young entrepreneurs and professionals
Climate Jamboree 2018 at a Glance
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Lead-up Events

In the run up to Climate Jamboree, from June to October, various technical sessions, special events, roundtable
discussions and workshops on multiple facets of climate change and sustainable development were organised
to engage and enthuse the youth towards climate stewardship and to hone their skills and those of other
stakeholders to stir a movement. These included nine inter-sectoral programmes (detailed in the following
section), which linked diverse disciplines (such as performing arts, law, media, business and the like) with
sustainability and thereby, connected with and inspired the youth to lead low-carbon development in their
respective work domains.
Climate Jamboree | Edition I | Synthesis Report
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Arts are a medium to open up a space for conversation and to encourage people to move one step further into
a more active role in shaping the dialogues of today and tomorrow. As such, performing arts based, youth-led
action is of paramount importance in creating an engaging and empowering movement around sustainability and
climate action. Art from the Heart aimed to bring alive discussions of socio-environmental concerns, powerful
struggles and solutions for sustainability through expressive art forms so as to build a stronger social connect to
create a movement for sustainability and climate action.
Based on the submitted performances, which employed music, visual arts, dance and theatre to deliver their
message, individuals were selected for an experiential learning workshop with industry-leading mentors. Curated
final pieces of work were presented to the young participants at the Climate Jamboree mega-conference.

YOU CAN was a unique challenge to generate innovative, out-of-the-box ideas for short-term, maximum-impact,
cost-efficient awareness campaigns in schools and neighbouring communities.
The submitted campaign ideas focused on capacity building, awareness, leadership and communication and
demonstrated innovation in terms of programme structure and implementation. Best campaign ideas received
financial support for further implementation, win trophies along with certificates of commendation.
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Sustained global economic growth remains an integral part of meeting the targets set as sustainable
development goals. Socio-economic inequalities call for inclusive growth which is mindful of the dignity of the
vulnerable, promotes safe working spaces for all and is focused on mainstreaming everyone into the society
irrespective of their professions. Every day different people support and facilitate our lives in different ways.
In an attempt to truly understand and empathise with the issues which surround them, Still More to Life was a
photo-story challenge which engaged young minds in bringing forth the struggle to survive of service providers
and marginalised professionals through photo-narratives. Shortlisted participants were invited for a Photo Work
Lab with photographers, sociologists and art curators. The bodies of work emerging from this mentorship were
later presented at the Climate Jamboree mega-conference.

The business-as-usual approach is no longer relevant with an increasing pressure on depleting resources and
there is an urgent need to decouple growth from environmental damage. Building sustainable entrepreneurship
is the need of the hour. Green Shift was a business innovation programme aimed at moving towards clean
economies by inviting business cases which proposed solutions to existing sustainability challenges and
loopholes in business.
Participants associated themselves with one of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and found holistic
business solutions integrating environment and community with business, taking away the focus from profits
alone.
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Visual media affects us in both positive and negative ways as it pervades our living rooms in the form of
televisions shows, advertisements and cinema. It is both – a reflection of social behaviour and a catalyst capable
of inducing change, which can be a powerful medium to convey the realities of climate change and challenges
of sustainable development but, an ill-considered use of it may also encourage behaviours which are contrary
to the spirit of the SDGs. Clip & Tell challenged the participants to analyse popular media offerings through the
frame of Sustainable Development Goals, find content that influenced the audience positively or negatively visà-vis sustainability elements and share their alternative narration of it.

Context-conscious and holistic sustainable development perspectives are integral to ensure an improvement in
bio-conservation, citizen’s rights to health and quality of life. This necessitates a comprehensive approach which
accommodates, reconciles and aligns legal policies with environmental protection and social justice. In fact, an
integrated, indivisible approach is also a key emphasis of Agenda 2030.
Steering this approach, Legal Eyes invited law students to evaluate the readiness of the Indian judiciary to
promote sustainable development by identifying and analysing a relevant, recent legal decision for its possible
impact on different aspects of sustainability.
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Sustainable food systems built on efficient use of shared-resources and respect for biophysical boundaries of
the planet are of vital importance. Our food choices impact both – the health of humans and that of the earth.
Sustainable food, which is nutritious, seasonal, traditional, local, safe and eco-friendly, can help to achieve
better health for all and a clean environment.
Households can positively influence the transition towards greener food systems by adopting eco-conscious
dietary choices and consumption habits. Green on my Plate focused on this nexus by encouraging participants
to think about environment-friendly food choices through a recipe contest.

3.5 billion people - about half of the world’s population - currently live in cities. The number is projected to reach
6.5 billion by 2050 with 95 percent of urban expansion taking place in developing countries. Propelled by rapid
urban growth, India is expected to be home to 7 megacities by 2030. While big cities are synonymous with
economic growth, job opportunities and progress, the stresses of living in India’s densely populated cities are
manifold. The negative outcomes appear as alarming mental and physical health problems, increasing
incidences of rage and distress and ecological disturbances.
Urban Shocks presented the youth with an opportunity to record the challenges faced by young, urban residents
in India through short videos depicting things which stress them out and their unique ways of dealing with it.
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Influenced by increasing demographic demands, technological innovations and revised government policies, the
global energy ecosystem is experiencing a gradual, steady transformation towards low-carbon, renewable
solutions. With increasing urgency to address climate change and shift to sustainable development, it is
imperative that we contribute to the transformation towards energy efficiency with our actions.
While large-scale commercial solutions exist, Watt A Change showcased the unique, yet easily replicable efforts
of individuals to promote responsible energy consumption through a social media contest.
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Mega-conference
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Day 1
Nov 1

The overarching theme of Day 1 was ‘Science & Technology’, which unfolded a diverse array of technical
sessions, discussion groups and side events. Youth participants got an opportunity to build a deeper
understanding of climate change and global warming coupled with learning about how the Earth
evolved over the last 10,000 years and the contextual relevance of climate change for India amongst
other themes. Topics pertaining to depleting biodiversity, water & sanitation, energy etc. were
thoroughly delved into, both - from a scientific and socio-economic perspective. Urban sustainability
issues such as air pollution, unsustainable consumption, and mobility were also discussed during the
day. Focus was laid not just on technically understanding the environmental problems, but also on
exploring solutions.
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Inaugural Session
Key Highlights
v With wide recognition that our surroundings are not aadequately clean and green, it is indeed
crucial that the youth of India take up the mantle as major stakeholders and work towards
solving these challenges. – Dr Leena Srivastava, Vice Chancellor, TERI School of Advanced Studies
v We are rapidly utilising our resources and won’t be able to reverse the ill-effects of climate
change if we don’t act now.” – Nikhil Sahni, Group President and Global Head, Multinational
Corporate Banking, YES Bank
v Imbibing the three C’s of Sustainability – Commitment, Collaboration and Creativity is key when
striving to bring about changes in our personal lives which can generate a ripple effect and lead
to a greater change all around. - Puneet Dalmia, Managing Director, Dalmia Bharat Group

Welcome Address
Dr Leena Srivastava
Vice Chancellor, TERI School of Advanced Studies

Dr Leena Srivastava welcomed all dignitaries and participants and explicated the vision of Climate Jamboree.
She highlighted the situation in cities like Delhi, where air pollution is a crisis with inhabitants being constantly
exposed to health hazards. With wide recognition that our surroundings are not aadequately clean and green,
it is indeed crucial that the youth of India take up the mantle as major stakeholders and work towards solving
these challenges.
It is important to engage the youth in solving environmental problems. Climate Jamboree is an initiative by
TERI SAS and Dalmia Cement acting upon the pressing need to create awareness about sustainable
development amongst the youth and to involve them in shaping and achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals framed by the United Nations.
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Special Address
Nikhil Sahni
Group President and Global Head, Multinational Corporate Banking,
YES Bank

Addressing the youth as the future leaders of the country, Mr Sahni brought to fore the adverse impacts of
pressing environmental concerns. Referring to the Gujarat earthquake and the floods in Uttarakhand and
Kerala as manifestations of climate change, he shared that curbing excessive utilization of resources is the
only way to reverse the ill-effects of climate change. The situation may improve if today’s youth works
towards a more responsible future. Youth involvement in sustainability-centric issues is thus, imperative and
necessitates platforms like Climate Jamboree and Yes Bank’s Yes I Am The Change initiative, which provide a
platform to the youth across universities to discuss environmentally and socially relevant topics.

Keynote Address
Puneet Dalmia
Managing Director, Dalmia Bharat Group

Mr Puneet Dalmia cited the need to put youth at the forefront of the discourse around sustainability and
climate change. With problems of global warming and climate change deeply affecting each individual along
with the impacts of polluted air, water and food, it indeed becomes a shared responsibility to act in the
interest of sustainability. He expressed the commitment of the Dalmia Group towards environmental
leadership visible in the company’s social projects – replacing 66 crore incandescent bulbs with LED bulbs,
assisting 50 million families in making the switch to gas-based cooking, and undertaking a number of
cleanliness drives. With 30 percent lower carbon footprint than the world average in its industrial sector, the
company is the greenest cement company in the world. The company is also currently 2.5 times water
positive and committed to becoming 500 times water positive by 2020, 100 percent renewable by 2030 and
carbon negative by 2040. Imbibing the three C’s of Sustainability – Commitment, Collaboration and Creativity
is key when striving to bring about changes in our personal lives which can generate a ripple effect and lead
to a greater change all around.
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Ministerial Address (Video Message)
Hon’ble Shri Suresh Prabhu
Minister, Ministry of Commerce and Industry Government of India

In his address, Shri Suresh Prabhu remarked upon the significance of Climate Jamboree as a platform to
sensitize people about the issues of climate change and sustainability and to encourage them to take action.
While climate change is a global issue, he illustrated its contextual relevance for India, which is likely to be
significantly affected because, unlike the developed world, the country doesn’t yet possess the capacity or
resources to cope with it. Many disastrous events in the last decade or so, such as droughts, floods, water
scarcity, heat waves etc. are mere symptoms of the harmful consequences following from climate change.
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Technical Session
Why Climate Action?
True to the spirit of the day’s theme, the technical session on Day 1 was all about establishing why
climate action is indispensible and must be undertaken with utmost urgency. It imparted perspective
to current climate change events against the backdrop of how the earth’s climate has evolved across
millennia and what the future may entail in the best and worst case scenarios.

Key Highlights
v SDGs 6, 13 and 14 are non-negotiable in the planetary boundaries for greater equity and
prosperity.
v The planet is not in a healthy shape and humans are at least 20 years late in responding
to the environmental crisis.
v It is imperative to bring into account the role of science in assessing the vulnerabilities
related to such disasters for present and future predictions so that the impacts of climate
change are minimized to the greatest extent possible.
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A Safe Future for Humanity on Earth
Johan Rockström
Co-Director, Potsdam Institute
Prof Rockström provided a comprehensive update on the scientific findings about changes occurring within
20 km of the Earth’s atmosphere. He pointed out that the previously adequate trees and other resources on
this planet have depleted at an alarming rate in the last quarter of the century. In the last 25 years, we have
moved from being a small world on a big planet to a big world on a small planet due to unsustainable
development. The environmental changes resulting in climate change have had far reaching impacts
including sixth possible mass extinction where nearly 60 percent of all vertebrates have been lost in the last
40 years alone. Over the next 50 years, we will be able to determine the outcome of the planet for the next
10,000 years, and thus are sitting on a pivotal point which will determine the future of humanity. The
increasing frequency of disasters such as heat waves in Japan, Kerala floods, hurricane Michael, forest fires
in California, highest ever recorded temperatures in Africa are some of the examples from 2018 alone.
Marine ice cover in polar regions has been lost almost by half and the ice volume has reduced by threequarters due to a decrease in thickness. The scientific research offers three important messages:
• We are driving change and are entirely responsible for the climatic outcomes that we face;
• The interglacial period referred to as the Holocene is the earth’s state where human life flourishes
and we need to preserve it; and
• The scientific world is nervous about how the earth will respond as we are close to crossing many
tipping points (irreversible shifts in the permafrost earth, collapsing of coral reefs, accelerated ice
melting etc.).
These three lessons lead us to a new equation where the Holocene, the Anthropocene and the tipping points
shall define the planetary boundaries. In this context, SDGs 6, 13 and 14 become non-negotiable for greater
equity and prosperity. On an optimistic note, Prof Rockström highlighted that renewable energy production
has been doubling every fourth year over the last 15 years. Should the same rate continue for another 12
years, nearly 50 percent of power requirements shall be attainable via renewable energy. 50 countries have
adopted carbon pricing and research indicates that we may decarbonise in 12 years should technology and
policies work in tandem to support this goal. In this context, Climate Jamboree acts as a catalyst creating a
strong movement towards achieving the aforementioned goals.
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New Insights and Hot Topics from Climate Science
Stefan Rahmstorf
Professor of Physics, Potsdam University
The presentation by Prof Rahmstorf narrated the story of planet earth and
its present state. The amount of carbon in earth’s atmosphere has been
steadily increasing since the start of the industrial revolution. While the
earth has experienced periods of warming and cooling since ice age,
humans have bent the curve and undone 5000 years of cooling.
Paleoclimatic research illustrates that earth will be catapulted out of
Holocene into a time which cannot be reversed. The effects of earth’s rising
temperature have been seen in various trends worldwide, including the
alarming decrease of the marine ice cover on the North Pole and the
slowdown in the functioning of the Gulfstream in North Atlantic. Climate
simulations rightly illustrate that global warming means more than local
climatic variations.
Warming of land, as implied by global warming, also results in heat stress
and heat waves that adversely affect the farmers. Increasing occurrence of
flash floods, droughts and natural calamities like storms and cyclones can
be credited to the repeated occurrence of strange behaviours of jet
streams on earth. A two degree increase in average global temperatures
is expected to lead to a 25-meter sea level rise over a 1,000-year time scale.
While the planet is not in a healthy state and we are late, by a minimum of
20 years, in responding to the crisis, adherence to treaties such as the Paris
Agreement, and continuing to push for a greener and cleaner planet are
certain steps towards salvaging humanity’s future on earth.

Climate Impacts in India: What does it mean for me?
Dr Leena Srivastava
Vice Chancellor, TERI School of Advanced Studies
Dr Srivastava presented the Indian perspective pertaining to
environmental crisis. As the third largest emitter of green-house gases,
India remains responsible for a high contribution to climate change. Circa
70 percent of these emissions are a result of the rising energy
consumption. A comparative study of various sectors in Delhi and other
cities by Indian Institute of Science focuses on the unsustainable growth of
the national capital which has resulted in large scale environmental
distortions.
The increase in temperatures within the cities is dependent on people’s
lifestyle choices, emissions from various modes of transportation,
construction materials used, and population density, amongst other things.
Significant change in rainfall patterns has resulted in increased frequency
of floods and droughts as is already being witnessed and such instances are
likely to intensify in years to come. Furthermore, an increase in cases of
natural disasters is expected along with low agricultural productivity,
frequent epidemics of diseases like malaria, and a high risk of storm surge,
in India. It’s therefore imperative to use science in assessing the
vulnerabilities related to such disasters for present and future predictions
so as to minimize the impacts of climate change to the greatest extent
possible.
Climate Jamboree | Edition I | Synthesis Report
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Discussion Groups
Reducing My Footprint

The discussion groups on day 1 witnessed engaging exchanges of thoughts on challenges ranging from
waste management, unsustainable lifestyle and mobility to air, water and energy related issues.
Students from schools and colleges shared their experience and built comprehensive understanding on
far reaching implications of some of the urban sustainability challenges such air pollution, water &
sanitation, and food choices along with factors driving them.

Key Highlights
v Urban India produces 62 million tonnes of waste every year - equivalent to the waste of
sub-Saharan Africa.
v Out of the 91 percent of waste collected, only 25 percent is processed while the rest is
dumped in landfills and oceans.
v More than 6 lakh people die prematurely in India due to air pollution, of whom 1 lakh are
children below 5 years of age.
v More than 1.5 lakh people die every year due to road accidents, most of whom are those
on bicycles, scooters, motor-bikes or pedestrians, and nearly half of those who die are 519 years of age.
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Municipal Waste – led by Chintan
The session started with an interaction with Vihan Aggarwal, the 14 years old Founder of the NGO One Step
Greener, on waste management at household level. A few simple steps of waste segregation at source,
recycling, and correct categorization and disposal can help dispense different kinds of material according to
the correct manner of disposal. Following these simple steps, Vihaan shared, the NGO has recycled 1800 kgs
of cardboard, 5,000 kgs of paper and 1.3 lakh liters of water.
Representatives from Chintan spoke of the concerns surrounding municipal waste in urban areas and
expressed the urgency of adequately managing waste reinforced with relevant figures. India’s waste
production at 62 million tonnes every year is equivalent to the waste of the entire sub-Saharan Africa.
Municipal solid waste contains 51 percent organic waste, 17.5 percent recyclable, 31 percent construction
and demolition waste. Waste generation has grown exponentially from 31.6 million tonnes in 2001 to almost
double, 62.5 million, in 2015, and expected to triple to 165 million tonnes by 2030. Out of 91 percent of waste
collected only 25 percent is processed & the rest is openly dumped in landfills and oceans. A decentralized
waste management approach integrating the three Rs of reduce, reuse & recycle coupled with bio-waste
composting can help reduce the waste burden by half, and can ensure recycling of another 25 percent.
Major pain points around waste management are:
• The contamination of both - ground as well as surface water, by leaching from garbage.
• The hygiene and public safety threats - about 22 human diseases have been identified due to poor waste
management (as per US Public health services)
• Out of three landfills in Delhi, one has shut down & the rest have long surpassed their limit since 2008 with
the carbon di-oxide and methane emissions released during anaerobic decomposition in the landfills
contributing to greenhouse effect and climate change. Other metro-cities in India are also facing similar
stresses.

The Safai Sena (Waste worker Union) works on waste collection and delivery to recovery facility to
compost and recycle. They recycle almost 2,000 tonnes waste, saving almost 360,000 lakh sq. feet
of space, reducing 96,200 metric tonnes of carbon emissions and also saving 34000 trees every day.
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Mobility – led by WRI
The session discussed various issues surrounding mobility focusing on the current areas of concern on our
streets. Four major areas of current concern were identified as air pollution (impacted by lack of attention to
car centric policy & development), lack of road safety on Delhi streets (the cause behind over 1.5 lakh deaths
in road accidents), a non-inclusive construction and development plan lacking efficient planning thus
impacting mobility, and physical inactivity defined by unhealthy living habits.
There is a need for a paradigm shift to tackle the problem by making a switch towards the most efficient
modes of transportation, investing in innovation, and making operations more efficient. A strong political will,
community support, robust technical plan, better financial infrastructure must synergise to support the muchneeded transformation to make mobility more sustainable.

Food Choices – led by Edible Routes
The session aimed to create a regenerative and diverse food ecosystem that also provides food for one’s body
and soul. Our food choices have a direct impact on sustainable development, so efforts should be aimed
towards ensuring individuals contribute towards achievement of the SDGs agenda while making their
consumption choices.
Climate Jamboree | Edition I | Synthesis Report
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Fertilizers, herbicides and other pesticides that are often added to crops to aid growth, are often absorbed
into the food item and have a negative impact on human health. They have been linked to cancer and many
other ailments. Food adulteration by producers and manufactures is a common problem hampering the
quality of food, which is why growing own food is deemed a better option. Wastage of water due to traditional
surface irrigation practices, use of plastic and non-biodegradable packaging material for food items, wastage
of food at household levels, unaffordability of food items, production and consumption of food items with
high carbon emissions are some major food choices related concerns which ought to guide our consumption
decisions. Responsible food choices at individual level would ensure the above concerns are tackled. These
would include buying regional and seasonal food, consuming local foods, conscious utilization of water, and
alternatives for plastics besides solutions to waste management, etc.

Water and Sanitation
The session focused on water and sanitation issues like water scarcity, river pollution, water conflicts, impacts
on soil health and ground water due to overuse of fertilizers. Post the introduction an interesting activity on
water, sanitation and related SDGs was conducted for students to build understanding about water and
sanitation challenges, by encouraging teams to come up with one water related challenge per team, which
was then discussed. Some of the current challenges that require intervention include clean drinking water,
sanitation and public health, technologies around water treatment, water reuse and maintaining hydrological
systems.
Solutions to these various problems can be found along the lines of technology (through innovation,
adaptation, design and efficiency), entrepreneurship (by incubating startups to solve water related problems),
governance (providing better regulations and inter-departmental cooperation) and improved finance
mobilization, in order to better address the challenges. Rain water harvesting, sustainable irrigation practices,
analysis of cropping patterns, enforcement of rules and regulations to push the shift towards sustainable
agriculture may be some other areas of focus.
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BEE and Havells Session on Energy – led by TERI
The session entailed an engaging discussion with students to understand energy and ways to reduce our
footprint, with focus on energy consumption and associated emissions, which also ties down to the air
pollution crisis in Delhi. Focusing on technological innovations, solar power and electric vehicles have
emerged as two of the most feasible technologies which are the potential answers to many sustainability
related challenges facing us today.
With respect to the solar power potential, particularly in the context of Delhi, it is estimated that Delhi has
solar rooftop potential of approximately 585 MW.
In case of electric mobility, composition of transportation in Delhi includes a two-wheeler mode of
transportation which accounts for 67 percent of all passenger transportation, which can offer potential
economic benefit as the running cost per km can come down from INR 2 for a petrol vehicle to INR 0.5 in the
case of a battery-run vehicle, the representative shared. Similarly, assuming a full conversion scenario, nearly
33 percent of overall passenger transportation is through four-wheeler vehicles which can be replaced with
electric cars. Switching modes, though, necessitates the creation of solar powered EV charging stations as
they’re a key infrastructural requirement for successful implementation of the green technology. Besides,
infrastructure, such a change also requires acceptability. Campaigning across schools can be considered as a
means to increase acceptability of solar rooftops and EV. Besides this, in order to achieve a larger adoption of
solar rooftop or EV, there should be more visibility through commercial stores at neighbourhood level along
with multiple options/designs.

Breathe Delhi Session on Air Pollution – led by Clean Air Asia
The session was an incentive for children to take affirmative action for the causes they believe in, and
endeavour to become a part of the solution. Knowledge of the concept of AQI and its various harmful chemical
components allows one to not only understand the gravity of the problem but also to seek answers and
demand corrective action. Moreover, there’s a need to monitor on air pollution and air quality throughout
the year and not just in a particular period. Tackling air pollution is a collective responsibility, and we all need
to play our role in helping solve it.
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Lifestyle and Consumption – led by Swechha
The movie reflected the harsh reality of our increasingly unsustainable lifestyle and consumption patterns,
which was aided in context-setting with the screening of a short film called ‘Disposable’.
The concept of equity gets completely ignored by rising lifestyle changes, while improving standard of living.
With the idea of adopting private solutions for public problems, we’ve further deteriorated the environment
to fulfil the desires of the ‘haves’ at the cost of the needs of the ‘have-nots’. The acts of the rich or middleclass people are adversely impacting the poor strata of the society since disadvantaged groups are unable to
adopt private solutions to mitigate the public problems or problems which are collective in nature such as
private provisioning of aqua guards, air purifiers and such other alternatives.
By adopting irrational consumption patterns, we have chosen our lifestyle over the natural order, often
forgetting the ethos of sustainable consumption and production. Being ‘sustainable’ means not only to recycle
what we use, but also to curb consumption according to needs and not desires. Where the 3R’s of
sustainability are concerned, the emphasis should remain on reduce and reuse, rather than expecting
government to recycle everything we dispose.

Urban Forest and Biodiversity – led by WWF-India
Mr Dipankar Ghos focused on the increasing frequency of the wildlife-human conflict, which has far reaching
impacts including loss of lives, impacts on livelihood, and huge economic losses incurred due to destruction
of crops or farms by wildlife. Causes for these conflicts include blocked corridors due to urban and
infrastructural construction, lack of boundaries/fence around villages and settlements in the forests, lack of
protocol and rules to protect humans from wildlife invasions. Considering that land boundaries are shrinking
due to infrastructure and road construction activities, and the resulting increase in cases of land
encroachments and deforestation of forest areas to meet agricultural demands, there’s a need for short term
and long-term responses to combat the issue.
The next speaker, Mr Abhay gave a demo of an instrument, an early warning system named ANIDER designed
to help with human-animal interaction. The device works by sensing the heat of warm-blooded animals and
raises a light and sound alarm.
Next, Dr Bopanna focused on preventive measures, compensatory or other interventions as mitigation steps
followed by example of areas where the same have been initiating, including Rajaji National Park and the
Corbett National Park.
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Movers & Shakers
Youth Voice Session

Chair:
Mahendra Singhi, Group CEO, Dalmia Cement (Bharat) Limited
Youth Panellists:
Kartikeya Kaushik, Libin Joseph, Bul John, Minali, Manikant Parik, Shrishti Pandey, Priya Upadhyay
and Aisha
Expert Panellists:
• Dr Ajay Mathur, Director General, The Energy & Resources Institute
• J P Chalasani, Group CEO, Suzlon
• Chef Manjit S Gill, Corporate Chef & Food Advisor, ITC Hotels and President
• Pankaj Kumar, Secretary, Bureau of Energy Efficiency
• Rajat Jain, Client Business Lead – North & East India, Dell
• Sobat Aswal, Senior General Manager - Consumer Lighting, Havells India Limited

Key Highlights
v Youth should focus on creating business models which can make things affordable and
easy to adopt.
v Policies must converge with stakeholders who are going to be affected by it.
v We should consume locally grown and seasonal food for multifaceted benefits to our
bodies, environment and our farmers.
v Government policies are enablers, but when it comes to making a big difference, it has to
be done by individuals and societies.
v Youth must not be influenced by general discourse of popular media and social media,
but develop an independent thinking and reasoning.
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Thoughts Shared by Youth Representatives
Youth representative, Kartikeya Kaushik, from the session on Water & Sanitation highlighted the water
scarcity in India as the most critical challenge, besides water consumption for agriculture, quality of water
and water conflicts between states. Solution from him included promoting rain water harvesting, use of
drip and sprinkler irrigation, and changing cropping patterns to suit regional conditions. He raised concerns
over policy ineffectiveness in dealing with challenges of the agricultural sector, especially irrigation.
Libin Joseph, youth representative from the session on Air Pollution spoke about the criticality of the
problem and highlighted major sources which need to be controlled. He offered solutions including
complete stop on waste burning, alternatives to crop stubble management, banning crackers, replacing
chulhas with LPG, and use of public transport. He appealed to the government to take action to reduce air
pollution from fire crackers during Diwali.
Youth representative, Bul John, from the session on Food Choices raised the issue of increasing carbon
footprint, particularly, as food travels long distances before it reaches the platter. He touched upon the
aspect of growing unsustainability in food, and discussed the need to switch to practices like growing food
locally, cook smartly, shopping wisely, and shop locally produced items.
Youth representative Minali Grover from the session on Lifestyle & Consumption underlined major
sustainability issues impacting the lifestyle of people such as air pollution, waste generation, growing deficit
of trees and the replacement of traditional repair-reuse practice by a use & throw culture. She pointed out
that instead of cutting down trees to make more multiplexes, there should be redevelopment of slums.
Manikant Parik, youth representative from the session on Municipal Waste brought the growing concerns
over waste management to the fore and outlined how our landfills are turning into epicentres of toxic and
hazardous gases and chemicals. He focused on solutions around waste reduction and recycling, while raising
the concern over hazardous waste reaching the landfills.
Youth representative Shrishti Pandey from the session on Urban Forest and Biodiversity underlined the
concerns over shrinking forest and habitats for wild animals due to rapidly growing population and urban
development, leading to animal-human conflicts. She emphasised the need to undertake more initiatives to
restore forests.
Priya Upadhyay from the session on Mobility delved into the need to address issues of air pollution, road
safety, and non-inclusive policies associated with modern transportation systems and the need to boost
public transportation systems. She spoke about the numerous factors leading to increasing road accidents
and appealed for inclusive development to ensure safety of people of all ages and social strata.
Aisha from the session on Energy spoke about switching to alternative sources of energy such as solar
rooftops and electric vehicles. She discussed how we need a behavioural shift to make our energy
consumption habits more sustainable.
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Responses from the Expert Panellists
As the Chair of the session, Mr Mahendra Singhi laid down the importance of conducting deliberations on
climate change and sustainability to come up with various thoughts and ideas. He also noted that while it
was the responsibility of the government at several levels to fix various problems, it’s also our collective and
individual responsibility to make efforts and to contribute towards the solutions.
Dr Ajay Mathur
Director General, The Energy & Resources Institute
Dr Mathur focused on certain core factors that fundamentally address all sustainability and environmentcentric discourses. With reference to the suggestion on scaling up the adoption of drip irrigation and
sprinkler systems as means of sustainable and effective irrigation, he shared the limitations of agriculturists
which may make such good solutions slow to adopt because they are expensive, especially in the case of
agriculture since returns on the investments made are not much. He recommended that instead of only
focusing on the existing systems, youth should also focus on creating business models which can make
things affordable and easy to adopt, as in the case of LED bulbs.
Addressing the concerns of most young panellists regarding the failure of good policies, Dr Mathur opined
that a policy which doesn’t work cannot be considered good, as it is important for any executable policy to
converge with the people using it. People need to understand the benefits of a policy for it to work well.
Finally, he brought up the need for knowledge and information driven choices. Whether with respect to the
quality of food being consumed or the distance travelled by a food to reach our table, or the amount of
rainwater we harvest, youth should find out the answers or else demand to make them available in order
to help them make informed choices.
Chef Manjit S Gill
Corporate Chef & Food Advisor, ITC Hotels and President, Indian Federation of Culinary Association
Sharing his opinion on the question pertaining to Food Choices, Chef Manjit Gill expressed the food as
fundamental to our existence, and the consequent need to correct our food consumption, which can
automatically address many other problems related to health, environment, hunger etc. Highlighting one of
the most unsustainable food choice practices, he condemned consuming specially imported foods which
travel long distances and encouraged the consumption of locally grown, seasonal food to ensure good
health and nourishment. This will also benefit our farmers who will be encouraged to grow diverse items
given the demand, as opposed to mono agriculture and cash crop farming systems, which not only spoil the
environment but also impact the water levels. Citing the example of quinoa, he shared that marketing and
food lobbies by other countries in India have encouraged consumption of distantly grown foods which are
marketed as healthy food options. This is an unsustainable practice, and one can easily access the Indian
variants for the same which are locally available and an equally healthy, if not healthier, option.
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Sobat Aswal
Senior General Manager - Consumer Lighting, Havells India Limited
Mr Aswal noted the importance of introspecting self-behaviour before blaming the effectiveness of policies,
to reflect whether we are following them sincerely or not. Giving the example of the requirements of Motor
Vehicle Act which require two-wheeler riders to wear helmets, he stated that a significant population tends
to be lax about it. Nearly 80 percent road accidents that take place are of two-wheelers, and 70 percent of
these casualties occur because of not wearing helmets.
He highlighted the importance of energy conservation and transitioning to renewable energy. Accordingly,
he also shared that all Havells’ factories in India are scheduled to be running on solar power in the next six
months.
Pankaj Kumar
Secretary, Bureau of Energy Efficiency
Mr Kumar noted that the youth are easily impressionable and likely to be influenced by the general
discourse and opinions shared on popular and social media. He appealed to the audience to cultivate
original thinking and to pay attention to their inner sensibilities thereby highlighting India’s need for a
revolution in terms of original thinking, especially from students, as he strongly felt that is one area in which
India lacks.
Sharing further thoughts on sustainability with respect to transportation, he added that the mass mode of
transportation fuelled by fossil-fuel generated electricity may still be sustainable than many other so called
cleaner options and the per capita energy consumption needed to be evaluated.
He encouraged the students to detach themselves from false and superficial dignity based upon their car or
mode of transportation. He felt that youth must cultivate a mind-set towards using public transportation.
In the context of policy effectiveness, Mr Kumar confessed that bureaucrats might have failed to ensure
policies are properly implemented, and encouraged the youth to take this up in their hand to make good
policies and more importantly, ensure that they are enforced well.
J P Chalasani
Group CEO, Suzlon
Mr Chalasani made a sincere submission that he may not have answers to provide because if he or others
were capable to have answers, they could have also solved the problems already. He noted that he could
not find anything more critical than the eight areas of challenges being discussed in this session. While
agreeing to the fact that the previous generation has committed many mistakes, he believed the best he
could offer was lessons from past mistakes so that the next generation does not repeat them. Firstly, he
encouraged the youth to shed pessimism, and move forward with positivity and a ‘can-do’ attitude. Second,
he opined one shouldn’t blame others for a problem, without self-analysing own contribution. Third, he
stated that we must all stop talking and start acting.
Rajat Jain
Client Business Lead – North & East India, Dell
Mr Jain summarised some of the vital aspects covered during the session. First and foremost, he laid focus
on making relevant information available to make the right choices.
He then moved to the aspect of self-accountability and contribution. Noting that government policies are
enablers, but when it comes to making a big difference, it has to be done by individuals and societies.
Lastly, he spoke about the importance of waste management, again something which individuals and
societies can contribute significantly towards. He also shared the fact that all of the plastic utilised by Dell is
closed loop now, that is, every form of plastic which is shipped out comes back to factories for recycling.
Similarly, the firm is also working on recycling metal used in their production processes.
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Day 2
Nov 2
The theme of Development & Society on day 2 shifted the focus towards understanding various
environmental problems from the perspective of the role that the society can play in addressing them.
Focusing on the ‘people’ component of the triple bottom line definition of ‘sustainability’, the day
witnessed deliberations on a variety of developmental and societal aspects. We are not truly
sustainable even after adopting best green practices, if the human aspect is ignored. Hence, the day
rightly focused on stress management, safe and secure societies, and healthy living. Various sessions
also delved into social entrepreneurship, encouraging the youth to come up with innovative
sustainable solutions.
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Inaugural Session
Key Highlights
v There should be something like extended consumers responsibility, just the way there is extended
producers responsibility. - Ishteyaque Amjad, Vice-President, Public Affairs & Communication, Coca
Cola
v The government plans to introduce Bharat Stage 6 emission control standards and implement them
by 2020. – Shri Prakash Javadekar, Minister, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Government of India

Keynote Address: World Without Waste
Ishteyaque Amjad
Vice-President, Public Affairs & Communication, Coca Cola

In his keynote address, Mr Amjad talked about the need to tackle the plastic waste menace and the
importance of practical solutions at corporate as well as at consumer level. Coca-Cola, in a response
acknowledging the company’s contribution to the increasing plastic waste burden, aims to, by 2030, recycle
a bottle for each one packaged by the company. The company uses different grades of plastic in the
manufacture process, and adopts separate disposal techniques for all categories. Moreover, consumption
needs to be incorporated into the value chain in order to create producer responsibility with respect to the
waste generated. He proposed for the creation of programs like Extended Consumer’s Responsibility to
compliment programmes applicable on producers such as Extended Producer’s Responsibility in a bid to build
shared responsibility where consumers also feel accountable for the waste generated from their
consumption.
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Ministerial Address (Video Message)
Hon’ble Shri Prakash Javadekar
Minister, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India

The honourable minister spoke about the increasing incidents of natural disasters and how these natural
challenges are impacting our daily lives and why we need to make these issues a part of our discourse. He
emphasized that simple and environmentally sustainable living is the need of the hour, and adopting some
of the old simple ways of living and traditional practices of our ancestors might help us achieve that goal.
The Prime Minister’s efforts are focused on bringing environment and sustainability issues to the forefront,
with a special emphasis on lifestyle issues, climate justice and solar energy (the latter has received special
visibility with the Solar Alliance, during discussions over the Paris Agreement). The government is working
towards bringing in policies around waste management initiatives, including areas such as hazardous waste
management and plastic waste management among others. Also, stricter sewage treatment norms have
been put into action, besides 24x7 monitoring of 3,700 worst polluting industries. The government also plans
to introduce Bharat Stage 6 emission control standards, and implement them by 2020, the minister shared.

.
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Technical Session
Understanding Sustainable Development
The two technical sessions on day 2 focused on the central theme of sustainable development. Quite
often, developing countries like India are faced with the trade-off between environmental protection
and economic growth, and the only long term solution ahead is sustainable development. Social
enterprises can accelerate this process. Additionally, disruptive technologies along the lines of resource
efficiency and zero emission can contribute in sustaining the efforts.

Key Highlights
v The nature that god gave us is amazing capital and give free capital to support our lives be
it forests, wetlands, rivers, soils, all of us have to look after it.
v We need to look at environment as a valuable resource, just the way we look at financial
and human resources.
v We need to reduce our carbon emissions by 50% in the next 10 years to stay within the
2°C global temperature rise.
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Social Entreprises for Speeding Up and Scaling Out a Sustainable Future for All
Ashok Khosla
Chairman, Centre for Development Alternatives
Mr Khosla opened his address by exhorting the audience to understand the
world we are living in and to make their own individual efforts to make it
better. While there are more millionaires around than ever, income disparities
have also widened with time. Indulgent consumption patterns of the
privileged few are contributing to polluting the atmosphere, poisoning the
countryside and increasing the ecological footprint rapidly, opined Mr Khosla.
Consequences of our actions are resulting in global warming, melting glaciers,
drying of rivers, forest fires and droughts, besides extreme weather conditions
resulting in more frequent calamities and climate change. Species are
becoming extinct at an unparalleled pace, an example of which is the startling
fall in vulture population between 1995 and 2005 in the Indian subcontinent
which went down by 99 percent in ten years.
Due to the cyclical nature of rural employment opportunities, climatic
uncertainties and lack of sufficient resources, also manifest in the migration
of people from villages to urban areas for employment opportunities for a
five-seven months period annually, thereby increasing the stress on the
already limited resources in towns and cities. In order to deal with these
pressures and support sustainability, it’s important to focus on people, planet
and profit, and ignoring even one will certainly disrupt the entire equation. On
the same lines, Mr Khosla also pushed for circular growth stressing on the
importance of its industrial ecology aspect, which entails turning the waste of
one company into a resource for another.

Harnessing the Potential of Disruptive Technologies and Lifestyles
Nebojsa Nakicenovic
Deputy Director, IIASA

During his address Dr Nakicenovic emphasised that the agenda for discourse
on sustainable development should be people as well as planet. Knowledge of
environmental issues is important, as it enables us to then use relevant
technological solutions to address them. A number of breakthroughs have
come at a huge cost to the environment, and a transformational change is
required to restore the balance. In order to successfully attain low-carbon
growth, the emissions have to be reduced by half every decade.
Achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals is necessary for survival
of the planet and their achievement is tied to correcting the imbalance in the
nature which currently exists. These goals are inter-related, their achievement
is inter-dependent, and a holistic scientific approach needs to be followed to
achieve them. For instance, achievement of SDG-7 (Affordable and Clean
Energy) would require switching nearly 3 billion people in the world from solid
fuels, besides providing electricity to 1 billion people who still don’t have
access to electricity. Thus, the agenda should be to focus on increasing
efficiency primarily through promoting renewable energy and ensuring
universal access to modern energy.
The path to achievement of SDGs involves 169 targets to get to the 17 goals,
including major issues like energy, security, air pollution and climate change
that must be addressed together in order to be cost effective.
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Discussion Groups
Enhancing My Opportunities
The discussion groups on the second day at Climate Jamboree focused on areas which motivated the
youth participants to take a lead in bringing social and environmental transformations. It can start
from taking small steps right at the household level to building a social enterprise. The theme of
‘enhancing opportunities’ attempted at orienting the youth participants on how they can turn
sustainability challenges into opportunities while ensuring good health and safe societies.

Key Highlights
v At home, c. 30 percent water is wasted while flushing in toilet and 55 percent of it
while bathing.
v We need to move away from the traditional extract-use-dispose linear economy to
circular economy where resource loops are closed.
v In the last 17 years alone, India has faced over 300 calamities from storms, floods,
droughts etc., affecting 1 billion people.
v Climate change is leading to more frequent extreme weather events, creating an
urgency for us to build resilient response systems, which allow us to bounce back
quickly.
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Becoming a Social Entrepreneur – led by SELCO
Ms Anukriti from SELCO led the discussion on social entrepreneurship, starting with an interaction with the
audience on concepts of sustainability and social entrepreneurship. While environment, social and finance
are three pillars of sustainability, the foundation of social entrepreneurship, she highlighted, must be
inclusiveness. In order to become a social entrepreneur, one has to be willing to face multiple social
challenges. To cater to the changing and growing needs of the society, especially those which are poor and
marginalised, there’s a need for new or disruptive technology. She shared another important lesson to
remind one of while working in a social enterprise – to look at securing the bottom line of the company not
just in terms of money but also, in ethics and values.
Next, Mr Parthasarathy from SELCO Foundation spoke about their focus areas of providing renewable energy
solutions for the rural poor. SELCO started with solar PV installation at a time when high-costs and inefficient
supply chains were challenging barriers in its implementation. Since then, the enterprise has grown and sailed
through various challenges, adapting itself to suit the needs of people in rural areas. A short film showcased
the company’s efforts to assist a tribal community, devoid of all access to electricity, to obtain power by
installing their first solar PV system, which electrified the households at an extremely low cost and
empowered them to improve their lives significantly.

Sustainability at my Home - led by GBCI
The session kicked off with a brief explanation of the 17 sustainable development goals, their interdependence, and the roles that every individual can play in sustainable development. There are four major
aspects where conscious work needs to be undertaken to boost sustainability at the household level. Firstly,
water consumption, where water wastage while flushing the toilet (30 percent) and while taking a shower (55
percent) remain most worrisome points of concern. Relatively simple measures such as the introduction of an
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option of half flush, or the use of buckets for bathing can thus, help in saving a lot of water. Using drain off
from basins to flush toilets was proposed as another simple solution to save water. While the solutions are
easy, addressing the issue is critically essential, especially since two cities – Bengaluru and Shimla - have
already suffered acute water shortage, and now Delhi isn’t far behind.
The second area of sustainability concern was energy, where using it efficiently should be a top priority to
become more sustainable as well as to save money. Use of star-rated electrical appliances and LED bulbs
instead of incandescent bulbs should be promoted. Practical tips such as avoiding quick cooling mode of AC,
defrosting refrigerator or changing thermostat setting of refrigerator as per the change in seasons may result
in additional energy efficiency.
Food was the third area where the need for change was emphasised with a stress on locally grown organic
food, and consumption of imported food items was discouraged. Most importantly, the participants shared
the advice of avoiding food wastage. The final link in the cycle of waste management, the audience concurred,
is its strong connect with primary segregation and management at the household level. Segregation of waste
into biodegradable, non-biodegradable and recyclable categories should be encouraged, and following the 3
Rs, i.e., Reduce, Recycle & Reuse should be recommended to minimize wastage.

Circular Economy - led by TERI
Traditionally we follow a ‘linear’ economy approach, which means that raw materials are used to make a
product, and after its use, the resulting waste is thrown away, ending up in landfill. However, our resources
are scarce and to ensure that in the future there are enough raw materials for food, shelter, heating and other
necessities, we must reuse and recycle. For example, waste glass is used to make new glass and waste paper
is used to make new paper. This circular practice of bringing waste back to the production cycle is referred to
as circular economy. That means preventing waste by making products and materials more efficiently and
reusing them. If new raw materials are needed, they must be obtained sustainably so that the natural and
human environment is not damaged.
Generally, all the packaging material used ends up as packaging waste. Packaging waste that can’t be recycled
ends up in landfills. Multi-layered packaging is neither feasible to disintegrate nor economical to recycle,
hence it’s usually thrown away. Much of this waste is also openly burnt, thus emitting toxic fumes. Hence,
circularity in the packaging industry is of dire importance. Another important aspect is reducing waste
generation in order to reduce the burden on landfills through measures like composting organic waste, using
inert materials in construction and recycling materials which can be salvaged.
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Disaster Preparedness - led by NIDM
The session on disaster preparedness was led by the National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM) and
complemented by Gorakhpur Environmental Action Community (GEAC) against the backdrop of increasing
frequency of natural disasters due to climate change which shall affect all of us in the coming years, and thus
requires efforts to minimize the impact on future generations.
According to International Disaster database in the last 17 years, India has faced over 300 calamities from
storms, floods, droughts etc., affecting 1 billion people. With 90 percent of the disasters being related to it,
the state of climate is precarious in today’s time. The magnitude of the problem is indeed huge and by 2030,
drastic steps need to be undertaken, to minimise the intensity and scale of such calamities.
Disasters usually gain attention only after they have occurred, and hence there arises the need to spread
awareness and building resilience. The 2010 Chile earthquake rated at 8.8 on Richter scale was severe enough
to shake the earth, and yet, preparedness of the administration and people enabled the country to get back
on its feet, registering a GDP growth of 7 percent. While disaster can’t be prevented, resilience is the way to
deal with it.

Safe and Secure Societies – led by Safe city
The main focus of this session was to understand how a growing risk of assaults is making our lives unsafe in
the city wherein a video was screened showcasing the assaults on people of different age groups including
children, often even in wide daylight. This was followed by a presentation to understand and deliberate upon
the challenge, concerns, stresses and potential solutions, as shared by the participants.
The young audience identified the need for Interventions in urban planning, art and education, technology
and bystander care to successfully address the issue of assaults. The intervention in urban planning may
include cameras at and street lightings; art and education included, spreading awareness through wall
paintings, nukkad nataks and flash mobs; the attention of the by-standers could be sought through various
songs, assault alarms and campaigns; and technology could be used in the form of distress buttons.
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Stress Management – led by Talk Happy Therapy
An interactive session was held on stress management by Talk Happy therapy engaging school and college
students to discuss common stress related issues through group activities. Stress is body's way of responding
to any change that requires an adjustment and can be the result of one’s environment, within one’s body and
thoughts, and can reflect in the manner we individually respond to it – through immediate reaction, or
behavioural, physical, mental or emotional outbursts. Major stress factors amongst youth are performance
anxiety, time management issues and inter-personal conflicts among others. Adverse consequences of these
stress factors may result in increased risk of physical conditions and ailments, and emergence of mental &
emotional health issues.
Suggested effective ways of managing stress at both - personal and public levels, include communication,
introspection, lifestyle changes, counselling or conflict resolution services, awareness programmes and
workshops which build an understanding of stress and its management.

Healthy Societies – led by PHFI
The discussion centred around the importance of achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goal 3, aimed
at ensuring healthy lives and promotion of well-being for all. The health services in India have been constantly
deteriorating, much to the adversity of women and children in particular. Every year, lakhs of children die
because of poor healthcare delivery and management and lack of initial diagnosis of health issues.
The discussion was followed by an interactive group activity wherein teams shared their views on various
factors leading to health deterioration, particularly relating it with the degrading environment and the need
to be aware of the policies in health services that might impact us.
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Movers & Shakers
Youth Voice Session

Chair:
Shri Prakash, Distinguished Fellow, TERI and former Member, Railway Board
Youth Panellists:
Harshad Gupta, Jitendra Agarwal, Banashri Thapa, Rakshita Mamgin, Bharati Dabas, Shreya Mishra,
Meghna
Expert Panellists:
• Mr Aman Dhall, Head of Corporate Communication, PolicyBazaar.com
• Mr Chandan Bhavnani, Executive Vice President, Responsible Banking, YES Bank
• Mr Ridhima Shukla, Correspondent and Researcher, NDTV
• Mr Sanyukta Samaddar, OSD, NITI Aayog

Key Highlights
v It is essential to become a social worker first before becoming a social entrepreneur and
that one has to working keeping the cause in mind, not the profits.
v Mental health is going to be paramount in achieving overall sustainability pursuits for all of
us.
v Individual in India is assaulted every 20 mins and one in every three women have faced
sexual assault at least once, 60 percent of who are below the age of 15 years.
v The ongoing ‘me’ in #MeToo movement can also stand for Mother Earth who is crying for
help.
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Thoughts Shared by Youth Representatives
Youth representative Harshad Gupta from the session on Becoming a Social Entrepreneur spoke about the
need to have social enterprises to address various societal challenges facing our country. His biggest
takeaway was that becoming a social worker is essential before becoming a social entrepreneur and that
one must continue working keeping the cause in mind, not the profits. He expressed how deeply he was
influenced and motivated by the work of SELCO.
Youth representative Jitendra Agarwal from the session on Healthy Societies, shared the most valuable
insight, that a healthy society does not just refer to physical health of people, but also mental and emotional
health. Present situation is characterised by problems related to our environment, lifestyle and healthcare
access. In order to change the status quo, government, civil societies and individuals, all need to work in a
comprehensive manner. He expressed his concern over the implementation of various policies and
concluded his presentation by hoping that India will become a global role model in this area.
Banashri Thapa, youth representative from the session on Circular Economy, put forth the concept of
circular economy as the way forward to achieve sustainable development and reduce pressure from fast
depleting natural resources. She explained why there is an urgent need to move away from linear economy,
which is based on the ‘extract, use and dispose’ principle to circular economy, which is essentially based on
the 3Rs of ‘Reduce, Reuse and Recycle’ principle. Using the example of a resource intensive sector like
automobile, she explained how circular economy can lead to significant benefits along the lines of
sustainability.
Youth representative, Rakshita Mamgin, from the session on Disaster Preparedness gave a passionate
speech highlighting the urgency to make our response systems resilient to tackle disasters which are
increasingly becoming frequent. She spoke about how all stakeholders including the government, NGOs,
local communities etc. should come together to address the issue. It is important to adopt ‘shared value
learning’ where traditional knowledge from local communities can be combined with technical knowledge
of experts to address disaster resilience and adaptation concerns. She also expressed concern over
corruption being a major roadblock while commenting that the national cleanliness drive - Swatchh Bharat
(Clean India) - should also clean up the corrupt officials out of the system.
Bharti Dabas from the session on Stress Management started out with a very pertinent point that all the
sustainability efforts to go green are going to be in vain if we, as a country are not happy. Stress is a challenge
looming large, particularly for today’s youth. She shared various solutions that can be taken up at the
individual level, institutional level and governmental level to address the problem. Mental health is going to
be paramount in achieving overall sustainability pursuits for all of us.
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Youth representative Shreya Mishra from the session on Sustainability at Home outlined recommendations
that can practically ensure sustainability at the household level by focusing on four major areas. First,
conserving water, primarily in toilets and bathing. Second, becoming energy efficient in using electricity
sparingly and smartly. Third, consuming locally grown food to keep the carbon footprint low and to support
our farmers and reduce food wastage. Finally, managing waste by segregating it, besides composting the
bio-degradables and recycling paper, metal etc. She concluded with an appeal that we must all take
responsibility for bringing about a change to make the world more sustainable, and should start from our
home itself.
Youth representative Meghna from the session on Safe & Secure Societies began by stating figures on
safety, specifically women safety, - an individual in India is assaulted every 20 minutes and one in every
three women has faced sexual assault at least once, 60 percent of whom are less than 15 years of age.
Against this backdrop, she put forth suggestions that can address this issue such as ensuring street lighting
at all places, accessible alert buttons and functional emergency response numbers. She also laid stress on
initiating campaigns to make people aware and to encourage them for improving personal safety. She ended
by asking what policy improvement may be required to help change the safety standard in our societies.

Climate Jamboree | Edition I | Synthesis Report

43

Responses from the Expert Panellists
Mr Shree Prakash, the chairperson, acknowledged that the youth is very aware and understand the issues
very well. He noted that none of the youth panellists posed any question as such, but provided interesting
solutions and ideas.
Mr Aman Dhall
Head of Corporate Communication, PolicyBazaar.com
Mr Dhall was very impressed with the way the youth presented their thoughts, which reaffirmed that the
future looks optimistic. He emphasised that there is always a solution to a problem and those looking for
that solution are entrepreneurs. One, who is seeking to solve social problems becomes a social
entrepreneur. Fundamentally speaking, any kind of entrepreneur is a problem solver, and that is of prime
importance. He further noted that there are opportunities for entrepreneurs in our country and lots of
solutions are also emerging. The journey may be tough but a large number of groups or individuals are
making a start, which is encouraging. Given the involvement of the youth, Mr Dhall concluded by saying that
he is very hopeful about significant transformations in the next couple of decades.
Mr Chandan Bhavnani
Executive VP, Responsible Banking, YES Bank
Mr Bhavnani began by establishing the crucial importance of youth involvement in addressing sustainability
challenges since they are the generation who shall be witness to most of these degradations and their
adverse effects, whether it be climate change or depleted resources, air pollution etc. Those who may have
had a contributory hand in polluting the world, would soon be gone, leaving behind the youth to manage
their lives. It becomes all the more relevant in the country context of India with an average age of 27 years.
He also drew from the #MeToo movement to illustrate the planet’s desperate cry for help.
Speaking about circular economy, he mentioned two additional aspects which must be considered besides
3Rs – increasing the shelf life of products and tapping opportunities to refurbish and resale. Talking about
disaster preparedness, Mr Bhavnani stated that it is more critical than ever because of growing frequency
of disaster. While there are better warning systems today, it still requires us to be prepared at the grassroots level. Making our system resilient to disasters should mean that even our local economy is prepared
to hit back to normalcy post disaster. He concluded by suggesting that three levers need to work efficiently
to address sustainability issues effectively – policy, technology and financing.
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Ms Ridhima Shukla
Correspondent and Researcher, NDTV
Ms Shukla started off by responding to a youth panellist’s suggestion of striving to make the country disaster
free, expressing that the damage had already been done, and our best bet lied in preparing ourselves better
so that we can bounce back after a disaster. Outlining the dire need to improve our resilience and ability to
tackle disaster, she narrated her experience of visiting the flood affected areas of Kerala, where, she
analyses, at least three more years would be consumed in bringing life back to true normalcy. Remarking
upon her generation being the first generation to have realised that they have destroyed the planet and
being the last generation to have done something about it, she encouraged the youth to start taking action
at individual levels so that collectively, bigger changes can come about. She ended by reiterating that mental
health is another very critical challenge and it is encouraging that increasingly, people are talking about it.
Ms Sanyukta Samaddar
OSD, NITI Aayog
Ms Samadar began by painting an optimistic picture about India in terms of improving macro-indicators
such as the World Bank’s ease of doing business, World Economic Forum’s competitiveness index and UN’s
assessment of extreme poverty alleviation. She also added a brief on several government schemes such as
the Jan Dhan program, Adhaar etc. which are imparting financial resilience to our economy. However, there
are various issues that are yet to be tackled such as social and income inequalities, poor health conditions,
state of education and so on. The problem of climate change adds an additional problem making it all the
more difficult to deal with the pre-existing challenges. This is even worse for India as we are more vulnerable
to the impacts of climate change. She added that the youth must realise their potential as well as their right
to bring a difference. The mind-set needs to change from being a job seeker to becoming a job creator.
Government has taken initiatives such as Atal Innovation Mission and Start up India to boost both innovation
and entrepreneurship. Young people can create a ‘nudge effect’ by reminding each other of our
sustainability pursuits in our immediate community, area of living and area of work.
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Day 3
Nov 3

Day 3 theme ‘Governance, Justice & Equity’ echoed what it takes to preserve and enhance sustainable
development, focusing on good governance, justice, and equity. Sustainability in a land of injustice and
inequality is meaningless, an aspect which we often ignore while talking about development issues.
Climate equity, poverty alleviation, gender equality, and women safety were some of the related areas
that were covered, besides discussions on how youth can play a role in dealing with these issues. The
session line up under this theme also created an opportunity to delve into how youth can be the driver
of transformation towards a sustainable future, which will be just and equitable.
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Technical Session
Justice, Equity and Sustainability

Focus of technical sessions on the final day (Climate Jmaboree 2018) was defined by issues such as
women safety, gender, income inequality, and injustice - areas where we need to build a greater
degree of sensitivity. Social and gender equality have a far reaching impact on determining the climate
change resilience of these stakeholders as well. Efforts towards achieving sustainable development
goals hold an underlying assumption of dealing with affected stakeholders with sensitivity to help bring
significant changes.

Key Highlights
v Climate change can only be addressed while maintaining social justice and dealing with
social challenges at the same time, and ‘collective intentionality’ coupled with global
cooperation is the need of the hour.
v There’s a need for each individual to internalize the main ethos behind ‘Sustainable
Development’, which is doing our bit for others with the right intentions, and that would
result in a sense of personal fulfilment for each individual.
v Education that doesn’t enhance such sensitivity can only give some limited short-term
gains but won’t be able to stop the descent of our world into chaos and disruptions.
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Just-in-Time for Transformation Towards Sustainability
Dirk Messner
Director, UN University, Institute for Environment and Human Security
Prof Messner spoke about the social dimension of development and
issues like equity and justice, for they are as important for true
sustainable development as the environmental issues.
Agenda 2030 also aims to create shared prosperity by 2050 and to
reduce poverty among the 1 billion people currently living in
absolute poverty and focus attention to inequalities. Prof Messner
emphasised that the only way of achieving the goal of wealth
creation for 1 billion people is through decarbonising the world we
are living in, and the most significant roadblock in achieving that is
lack of global cooperation.
There are six major transformations required for the fulfilment of
Agenda 2030. Starting with the Energy sector, it is required to
decarbonise the sector and switch to cleaner options for energy.
Food and Biosphere is the next component which requires
cultivation of additional land to feed 10 billion people, which makes
it imperative to halt land, ocean and ecosystem degradation by
2030. Third transformation is required in Cities, where urbanization is rapidly increasing, and we need to
reduce consumption patterns to decarbonise them. Another focus area is Sustainable Production &
Consumption, followed by Digital Revolution. The final transformation focuses on Human Capacities and
Demography, which need to be paid attention to, in order to make sustainable development possible.
Major challenges in achieving these transformations, he shared, are attaining zero carbon economy by
2030, and changing the mental map of the society.
The “Moral Revolution” component involves three major moral imperatives which need to be understood
and internalized. First, is the need to accept that Earth systems and responsibilities are moral imperatives,
and that we all are responsible for stabilising the Earth’s system. Second is global fairness and the need
to think about national public goods like education, health and access to mobility. Linking national
commons to global commons is very important in achieving this goal. Lastly, we have to take responsibility
for all generations to come. We need to understand that we have the power of destabilizing and
potentially changing the trajectory of the planet.
Climate change can only be addressed while maintaining social justice and dealing with social challenges
at the same time, and ‘collective intentionality’ coupled with global cooperation is the need of the hour.
The five dimensions of collective intentionality are– joint knowledge creation, joint practice and routine,
joint narrative and perspective, global norms of fairness, and joint future.
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Women Safety
Swati Maliwal
Chairperson , Delhi commission for Women
Ms Maliwal shared some grim statistics of crimes against women,
including barbaric sexual assaults against infants - between 20122014, 31,446 crimes were registered in Delhi, less than 150 of which
were punished. Human trafficking remains another huge problem
calling for urgent attention. The state of women safety in the
country, especially in Delhi is terrible, due to lack of strong laws as
well as laxity in implementation of the existing ones. The matters
are worsened by a weak and short -staffed police force, which lacks
enough training to tackle these issues, and also enough
technological support to create accountability towards the crimes
being reported. Ms Maliwal further shared opinions on improving
the working of the fast track court, and making them capable of
dispensing immediate justice. Moreover, any improvements must
be accompanied by public sensitization and an effort to fight the
patriarchal mind-set which subjugates women to men, and makes it
easy for culprits to get away with crime. Working for women’s safety
requires a collective effort of authorities, civilians and women’s
rights groups.
There’s a need for each individual to internalize the main ethos
behind ‘Sustainable Development’, which is doing our bit for others
with the right intentions, and that would result in a sense of
personal fulfilment for each individual.

Youth as Drivers of Transition and Transformation for Tackling Inequity and Injustice
I H Rehman
Visiting Professor, TERI School of Advanced Studies
Dr Rehman spoke about the need for youth to play the role of
agents of change, by ensuring they pay attention to their
responsibility towards the society. Excesses of previous generations
have brought the world to a situation where the resources are
dwindling and scarce, but he expressed hope and optimism that the
present generation will be more sensitive, and act more intelligently
and conscientiously.
Considering the current unjust and inequitable availability of
resources, it is imperative to incorporate the right perspective in the
current young generation, to use their privileged positions to
develop sensitivity towards depravation of others. Education that
doesn’t enhance such sensitivity can only give some limited shortterm gains but won’t be able to stop the descent of our world into
chaos and disruptions. Using data from 2017, one may note that 80
percent of total wealth created in the world went to 1 percent of
the population, and 50 percent of global population earned a mere
$2-10 daily. In the Indian context, almost 50 percent of the national
income went to top 10 percent of the earners in the country.
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The current population of over 7 billion people is already putting immense pressure on the planet’s
resource base. Examples of immense indulgence and wastage among the privileged on one hand, and
starving millions on the other show the need to take a step back and introspect within ourselves, and
become socially more conscious. There’s a need for a paradigm shift in terms of consumption, thoughtprocesses, behaviour and action, and the responsibility for the same lies on the present young generation.
There’s a need to move away from the circle of wastage and make efforts towards reducing consumption
and recycling existing matter. Speaking of the impending water crisis in India, he stressed that with water
already being scarce and water shortages becoming news headlines, failure to act now can cause the
situation to turn catastrophic.
There’s, thus, a strong need to focus on innovative technologies. The enterprising entrepreneurial streak
in the youth can make breakthrough technologies affordable and accessible, while ensuring a greener and
more sustainable environment.
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Art installation
Art from the Heart at Climate Jamboree

Discussion Groups
Being Sensitive

The discussion groups on day 3 witnessed sessions on issues which were well-aligned with the spirit of
Agenda 2030 (Sustainable Development Goals). These included gender equity, climate equity, poverty
alleviation, and sustainable tourism, besides invoking traditional wisdom and knowledge.

Key Highlights
v Connecting the paradigm of heritage with education, tourism and management will have a
great impact in achieving the overall sustainability goals.
v We need to create local opportunities to decelerate migration and prevent cities resources
from getting over-saturated.
v The demand for ecotourism and nature based vacation is likely to double or triple over the
next 20 years.
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Gender Equity – led by Nazariya
The session was an interactive discussion primarily focused on gender sensitization and began with gathering
opinions of the young participants on gender attributes and identity, sexuality, and relationships that exist
between different genders. Upon collecting inputs from the students, these were discussed with an aim to
help the participants build a better and more sensitive understanding of these aspects to gender equity.
The discussion broached the concept of ‘intersex’, and a short video clip based on the life of an intersex
individual helped the young minds understand the concept better, and build a more balanced, sensitive
viewpoint towards the issue.
Recognizing that in order to sensitize the society, there first need to be myriad changes at the policy level,
discussions were carried out with the participants about the possible changes that can be brought about,
including the problem of lack of public toilet facilities for the LGBT community, and the need to construct
gender neutral washrooms. Then, discussion over the issue of school uniforms being dictated by conventional
binary notions of one’s gender emphasized upon the importance of choosing uniforms as per the student’s
choice. Students were also given an overview of concepts such as LGBTQIA, and their doubts regarding the
same were taken up and clarified.
Moreover, the participants were explained a brief history of, now abolished Section 377 of IPC, besides being
familiarized with the fact that discourses on alternate forms of sexuality are not alien to India, and some of
the country’s most ancient texts such as Kama Sutra, and the monuments of Khajuraho, with their depiction
and iconography have openly spoken about these topics since time immemorial.

Traditional Knowledge & Culture – led by Itihaas
The discourse started with the speaker elaborating on the ways in which sustainability impacts every one of
us, and how our lifestyle choices impact not only our own personal lives, but also the environment that we
are a part of.
Speaking about the viability of some of our conventional practices, it was explained that many of the old
practices, traditions and customs are sustainable by their very existence, and have managed to stand the test
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of time and live through the ages. But with changing times, more modernized habits and ways of living have
been adopted and we have let go of many healthy practices that were meant to keep a person balanced,
sustained and satisfied.
The session focused on the need to understand the origins of certain old customs and traditions, the reasons
behind their formulation, and their impact on our holistic growth by helping one follow a more sustainable
lifestyle, respecting nature’s bounties and using them with care and caution.
Connecting the paradigm of heritage with education, tourism and management can have a great impact in
achieving the overall sustainability goals and the learnings from those can be applied to global issues in
bringing a positive change. One of the means of achieving this could be through incorporating study designs
in school curriculum which conceptualize heritage walks around thematic areas and monuments with a view
to revitalize historic sites, so that the younger generation can understand the true value that diverse cultures
and traditions hold.

Climate Equity – led by WRI
The discussion focused on the need for individuals, civil societies and communities to take initiatives and
bring about desired changes, and possible roadmaps towards it. The speaker, Ms Kelkar, started the
discussion with engaging topics such as the contribution of invention of steam engines in 1890 and the onset
of the industrial revolution on CO2 emissions, along with the validity of using 1890 as the base year to
calculate carbon emissions.
The Niyamgiri hills of Odisha were discussed and utilised as a case study to demonstrate the importance of
stakeholder action in ensuring that ecological equity and natural balance is maintained. In this particular case,
the Dongria Kondh community of tribals treats the mountains as a spiritual entity as the bauxite-rich
mountains absorb rainwater and act as a natural watershed management source. It was for this reason that
this group of tribals from 12 remote villages opposed the mining project led by the state-owned mining
corporation, and prevented the project from going through. Equity is treating everyone equal whereas
equality is treating unequal equal. And it is this intrinsic need to treat everything as equitable which is the
need of the hour.
Another example was that of power generation in thermal plants, which requires the usage of fresh water
deposits. As we develop and grow as a nation, the need to meet the increasing power requirement means
more and more natural fresh water resources have to be deviated for the same, often at a huge cost to other
sectors which are equally dependent upon fresh water resources such as agriculture, or domestic
consumption in homes.
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Urban Poverty Alleviation – led by Goonj
The session explained the relation of urban slums to rural areas, claiming slums as the extension of villages
in cities. Over 63 million people (as per data from the Ministry of Health) are faced with poverty every year
due to the costs associated with health-care. According to a study conducted in 5 backward villages of Sirsa
district of Bihar, it was found that inadequate year-round opportunities in agriculture often force villagers to
migrate to cities like Delhi and Punjab to earn for their families. There is seasonal migration from every family
(in the age group of 15-50 years) for about 4-5 months a year. It is necessary to create local opportunities to
stop this forced migration which in turn would lessen urban slums.
In his address during the session, Mr V. Umashankar (Commissioner of the Municipal Corporation of
Gurugram (MCG) and additional Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Gurugram Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA)) spoke about urban unemployment, and how it’s a myth that all educated persons are
able to find productive employment, a fact which can be corroborated by the large number of unemployed
youths holding graduate or even post-graduate qualifications. Another factor which contributes to increasing
levels of urban poverty is the disparity between the living conditions in cities and villages, wherein, a person
who might be able to afford a considerably better lifestyle in the village is unable to afford the standard of
living in cities.
In rural areas schemes like NREGA ensure wages for local employment, but for urban areas, the need is not
to provide wages, but sustainable living conditions. Urban poverty alleviation needs interventions like
improvement in living condition and environment, which include aspects like health, housing, sanitation,
education, productive employment, etc.
Members of the Goonj team also shared various initiatives that Goonj has undertaken to help alleviate the
burden of urban poverty for thousands of people. As their flagship initiatives, Goonj provides clothes for
development activities, and connects urban schools to rural by providing clothes, school materials such as
lunch boxes, etc. Some of their green initiatives include reusing waste fabric material by making ropes out of
dupattas, or bags from clothes. They also provide training in making ‘sujni’, or stuffed blankets, which are
made out of sarees, stuffed with waste pieces of cloths, and have provided training and employment to over
3000 women through sujni making. Interestingly, they have managed to reuse 300,000 kgs of absolute waste
material in creation of these blankets. Through the aforementioned initiatives, and with the help of a team
of over 1000 people spread across 23 states and 7 mega cities, ‘Goonj’ is economically and socially impacting
people by improving their circumstances by providing them direct employment or other opportunities to
earn a livelihood.

Sustainable Tourism – led by ESOI
This session focused on how responsible tourism can result in increasing opportunities for the locals, and
how if tourism is promoted without being considerate to the local culture and people, it can be catastrophic.
The demand for ecotourism and nature based holidays are likely to double or triple over the next 20 years,
which, though great for economy, is likely to result in a large number of problems for the local environment
and for people living in those areas.
An important example for unsustainable tourism practices is the large-scale construction activities for
building hotels and resorts in and around popular tourist destinations, which cause distress to the ecological
balance, and make the local persons and local areas vulnerable. There is an increasing pressure on the tourist
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spots, due to accelerated pollution in land, air and noise as inevitable externalities of unregulated
consumption of resources. It has disturbed the daily way of living of the locals, besides making weaker
sections such as children vulnerable to sexual and non-sexual forms of exploitation. Moreover, increasingly
uncontrolled tourism has also started impacting the habitat and food chains of the wildlife in many areas.
It was the need to curb these aforementioned excesses which made the concept of ‘eco-tourism’ popular.
However, there is a growing realization that all tourism needs to be responsible and sustainable. Tourism, if
carried out appropriately, has the potential to conserve the ecosystem where it is practiced while providing
local communities with an alternate source of income, thus improving their livelihood. It can therefore be
looked upon as a tool for sustainable development. It has the power to promote rural heritage for rural
development and employment. The speaker mentioned some examples of sustainable and responsible
tourism which have benefited the local communities, and improved their lives i.e. Keoladeo Ghana National
Park in Rajasthan, which has been declared a World Heritage Site, the Hemis National Park in Laddakh,
Kashmir, and many more. These success stories are also indicative of the fact that it requires good marketing
skills, continued feedback, and genuine care and respect for the environment and culture/ traditions of the
locals in order to make the concept of eco-tourism work.

Financing Development – led by YES Bank
In this interactive session, the speaker, Mr Chandan Bhavnani, engaged with the students and explained the
concepts of risk and return to them, and how a prudent individual may try to choose investments which are
likelier to yield higher returns for comparatively lower risks. Speaking of sustainable development in this
context, he added that the meaning of the concept also refers to everybody moving together and growing
together. Discussing India’s renewable energy targets, he said in order to meet the target of generating 175
GW the country requires $137 billion worth of investment through diverse sources of financing such as the
private sector, multilateral agencies such as Asian Development Bank, or bilateral agencies like GIZ, and other
institutional investors such as FTIs, FIIs and the like. While conventional sources of financing are well known
and trusted, innovation is required in financing too. In this context, he spoke about Yes Bank’s association
with Green Bonds and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) bonds, where Green Bonds are instruments
investing in greener projects like renewable energy, waste management, air pollution etc., and SDGs bonds
can invest not only in green projects but also larger developmental sector like in healthcare, improved
farming techniques, maternal health, education, livelihood creation etc. Talking about bonds as compared to
other sources of financing, he said that bonds are relatively less risky than stocks as they are just a loan taken
by the company from investors. He also spoke about the importance of blended finance, a concept wherein
funds from public deposits, philanthropic donations, or CSR funds etc. can be utilized for projects which are
important for the public at large, and which contribute towards tackling developmental challenges, such as
Sewage Treatment Plants.
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Movers & Shakers
Youth Voice Session

Chair:
Dr Rajiv Seth, Pro Vice-Chancellor, TERI School of Advanced Studies
Youth Panellists:
Sushain Khera, Saloni Rawal, Abhishek Pattanaik, Anju Bhaskaran, Vedanshi Bhartia, Kabir, Garima
Lunia
Expert Panellists:
• Mr Prasoon Joshi, Chairman, Board of Film Certification of India
• Ashwani Pahuja, Chief Sustainability Officer, Dalmia Cement (Bharat) Limited
• Vikrant Gupta, Sports Editor, Aaj Tak
• Arun Budakoti, Industry Head (Transportation), CISCO

Key Highlights
v We should try to bring back some aspects of traditional knowledge and combine them
with the existing technical knowledge to find solutions to today’s challenges.
v We are gradually moving towards a more gender-equal society, but still far from where
we need to be.
v Many companies globally are improving profitability by going green.
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Thoughts Shared by Youth Representatives
Youth Representatives Sushain Khera and Saloni Rawal from the discussion group on Urban Poverty
Alleviation spoke about the major reasons contributing to urban poverty, which, as per the discussion, were
identified to be immigration from rural to urban areas, high unemployment rates especially among post
graduates and graduates, gender inequalities and income disparities, and adverse health conditions.
Youth representative for the discussion on Climate Equity, Abhishek Pattanaik brought attention to the fact
that inequity with respect to the climate exists in resources, capacity, and information. Equity also requires
a check on our choices. The young participants of the discussion group concurred that inequity can be tackled
if those who have more access to the resources help those who don’t. This requires efforts to be made at
multiple levels – individual, community, industry and government. Individuals need to be conscious of
extended consumer responsibility and to make prudent choices. Communities at large can work towards
capacity building by providing access to information and conducting issue-driven action camps. Industries
can help work towards more equitable distribution through R&D support for smaller companies and CSR
pooling. Governments can play their role by ensuring technologies are more easily accessible and affordable
by all, whether locally or globally.
Youth representative from the session on Gender Equity, Anju Bhaskaran, brought forth very pertinent issues
focusing on sensitivity towards the third gender. She said the most pressing issues with respect to gender
equities are those of lack of awareness about the third gender, reducing the cases of violence and
exploitation of transgenders, and building basic infrastructures like public toilets for transgenders. She raised
the following questions – whether the concept of third gender is foreign or alien in our country? Do we as a
society realize that by violating their rights, we are being violent towards them? Is there a perceptible change
towards acceptance of homosexuality, and has the change in law ensured any improvement in social
acceptance or dignity for those displaying alternate sexuality?
On the topic of Sustainable Tourism, youth representative Vedanshi Bhartia suggested a few solutions to
make the tourism industry less damaging for the tourist spots. Efforts should be made to increase awareness
among the locals about social, environmental and cultural impacts of tourism. People from local communities
can be trained and appointed to offer services or consultations in key areas. Youth should be engaged and
involved in the process of forming more ecologically and sustainably conscious societies. Moreover, there
should be a system of checks and balances to ensure stricter governance and implementation of regulations.
In case the same are flouted, there should be designated persons to impose penalties.
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Youth representative Kabir N.W. for the session Traditional Knowledge and Culture suggested that we need
to rethink our approach to some of our old forgotten traditional practices, especially since they revolve
around the concept of sustainability. There are remedies in our ancient traditions for most ailments and
problems, but they need to be reintroduced into the modern world. The leading question for the session was
whether we can bring back our old traditions and remedies from the past that helped us live sustainably
thousands of years ago and consequently, remove the more harmful plastic packaging from our system.
Garima Lunia, youth representative for the session on Financing Development for air pollution, stated that
the causes for increased air pollution levels include use of non-renewable energy resources, automobile
exhaustion, industrial emissions and cross-boundary pollution, among others. As such, it is important to work
towards non-polluting clean energy resources, especially since it is covered under Sustainable Development
Goals under SDG 7. Some innovative solutions for financing as suggested by the youth representative were
solar leasing by third parties, tax relaxations to fly ash brick construction companies in return for
development fund projects, tax relaxations for green fuel/recharge stations, funding to set up biogas plants,
subsidies on cost of raw materials used in renewable energy sector, funds allocated for CSR activities, and
corporate philanthropy.
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Responses from the Expert Panellists
Dr Rajiv Seth
Pro Vice-Chancellor, TERI School of Advanced Studies
Dr Rajiv Seth began by talking about urban poverty being reflected in slums – a usual sight in most cities like
Delhi and Mumbai with hope coming from government’s initiatives such as the National Urban Livelihoods
Mission. Such efforts are being augmented by the work of NGOs such as Seva which are working dedicatedly
to look out for women in slums and to look for micro-funding opportunities for women to become financially
independent. Expressing how this plays out in the context of climate equity, he noted that we need to act on
the fact that whether it is urban poverty or degradation or climate change or pollution or health, the poor
get affected.
With respect to financing development, Dr Seth outlined the skewed state-of-affairs with respect to
availability of funds. Developing countries need funds but don’t have them, and developed countries have
surplus funds even when they don’t require them as much. Many companies now believe that by going green
they are actually improving their profitability, and this ought to be something to take note of for the smaller
companies, who try and save cost by avoiding greener routes.
On the issue of gender equity, he shared an incident from a village where polygamy is practiced even today,
but also shared a contrasting example of how during the preceding convocation, 11 out of 12 awards were
won by women – essentially juxtaposing the two to indicate the need for more work to be done and yet the
recognition of current efforts in a definite albeit gradual move towards a more equitable society. Finally, on
old traditional practices, he stressed that we should try to bring back some aspects of traditional knowledge
and combine them with the existing technical knowledge to find solutions to today’s challenges.
Prasoon Joshi
Chairman, Board of Film Certification of India
Mr Prasoon Jashi noted that it is difficult to implement law and order if the people are unwilling to cooperate,
that required balance is what we seem to be missing. The worlds of those with access to resources and those
without have been insulated from each other for long, and when the worlds clash it may result in
dissatisfaction. Those who don’t have access to resources may consider the ones who can access them to be
irresponsible. There is also an irresponsible consumption and eventual wastage of resources by modern
consumers.
Mr Joshi noted that issues pertaining to gender equity reflect in many ways, two of them being gender
discrimination and exploitation. Exploitation, in most cases, is a power game. He further spoke of traditional
knowledge as fluid as opposed to being static. It’s a river not a lake and it’s always going to be a challenge to
make it contextual. It’s crucial to strive for greater understanding, to have that continuum and to plug in to
what one has already learnt.
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Ashwani Pahuja
Chief Sustainability Officer, Dalmia Cement (Bharat) Limited
Mr Pahuja spoke about urban poverty as a result of migration since people look towards metros for
employment and livelihood. It is important that we develop more small towns and cities into smaller metros,
where equal employment opportunities exist in order to eliminate the need to migrate.
On sustainability tourism, he noted that it is a very sensitive area which requires to be dealt with sensitively
in making the rules for the locals as well as local municipalities. Giving an example applicable to most tourist
destinations, he said that the litter caused from small snack joints including disposable plates, spoons and
Maggi wrappers are as much a responsibility of suppliers in the value chain as the shopkeeper, and so is the
case with providers of shampoos and soaps, which should all be made of biodegradable materials. He gave
the example of regulatory models in places like Manali, where the tourists from Manali to Rohtang Pass have
to mandatorily purchase a jute bag and some essentials in which they have to collect all their discarded items.
This bag is to be then returned to the same station from which it was purchased, and the money is then
refunded.
Vikrant Gupta
Sports Editor, Aaj Tak
Mr Gupta pointed out an important question to reflect upon, if one could be said to be leading a good quality
of life should they be able to afford whatever they need.
Speaking about gender equality, he indicated that the situation is changing for the better even if it currently
is far from ideal. As a sports journalist, he shared the change in public perception with women’s victory in
sports increasingly being noticed, and them being lauded and celebrated with equal enthusiasm.

Arun Budakoti
Industry Head (Transportation), CISCO
Mr Budakoti laid stress on innovative solutions to address road congestions. He suggested that resorting to
technical infrastructure could be an option in places that can self-sustain the investments required to build
that infrastructure. For example, highways with digital kiosks with dynamic sensor systems which display
advertisements according to the profile of the passers-by could be set up. Another suggestion would be to
put up sprinklers on roads to help reduce air pollution. There can be a plethora of innovative solutions, should
we be willing to think out of the box to make the endeavour successful.
On the topic of traditions, he shared his recent experience working with some NGOs towards restoring
heritage and culture. In his organization, employees have to mandatorily spend 6 hours annually working
with a society or association. The knowledge on traditions and culture is also shared on their global platform.
Dr Fawzia Tarannum
Assistant Professor, TERI School of Advanced Studies
Dr Tarannum noted that the infrastructure development in our country is mostly not senior-citizen friendly
or disability-friendly. Speaking of gender equality, she said that earlier a woman staying at home and looking
after the child was not given the due regard. However, the scenario seems to be changing now, and women
are being acknowledged for their contribution at home with the dignity and respect they deserve. We need
to encourage valuing their unpaid work, while taking a lead in sharing the burden of that unpaid work.
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Valedictory Session
Mr Mahendra Singhi
Group CEO, Dalmia Cement (Bharat) Ltd.
After a riveting dance performance by the students from Teri SAS, Mr Mahender Singhi, Group CEO, Dalmia
Cement (Bharat) Limited, welcomed the special guest, Shri Hardeep S. Puri, Minister of Housing & Urban
Affairs; Shri Ashok Chawla, Chancellor, TERI SAS; and Dr Leena Srivastava, Chancellor, TERI-SAS. He expressed
his gratitude to all the participants for attending the event, especially the students who attended all the
sessions with great fervour and interest. He shared that over 10000 students had attended the event over
the period of 3 days and it brought him immense happiness to witness the enthusiasm towards learning and
positive action and the emerging dedication amongst the young participants for bringing about
improvements at a personal level. He said that this is exactly the need of the hour. Focusing on every
individual to take action at their individual level followed by collective action would make a big difference.
Speaking of self-action, Mr Singhi shared Dalmia Cement’s ambitious target of becoming carbon neutral by
2040, and said that the company was constantly striving to become energy efficient and green.

Hon’ble Shri Hardeep S. Puri
Minister, Ministry of Housing & Urban Development, Government of India
The Minister started the speech with a brief background of how
sustainable development became a global agenda starting with the
formation of the Brundtland Commission in 1983 to the Paris
Agreement in December 2015. He encouraged the youth to work for
change, and laid emphasis on the role of cities in India's sustainable
development, supporting it with statistics on how in 1947 only 17
percent (or about 350 million) of India's population lived in the cities,
whereas by 2030 the urban population is projected to reach
approximately 600 million. For this population size, we need to
build 700-900 million sq. meter of urban space every year, which, to
give perspective, roughly equals the size of the city of Chicago. And this
requirement needs to be met in a green and resilient manner.
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According to Green Council, urban dwellings have a high carbon footprint and contribute around 30-33
percent to the city’s global toxicity. In India's case, carbon footprints or carbon emissions coming from the
buildings have a greater share - in the range of 40-45 percent.
Talking of the government, he mentioned that the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development’s tasks
involved redevelopment of the cities to make buildings carbon neutral, and then to build them in a way that
buildings become positive emitters of energy. Speaking of the older era buildings and developments, he
remarked that while buildings were built intelligently thousands of years ago, the current situation in Indian
cities has become precarious bringing the urban infrastructure under immense pressure.
Using the examples of the past, he recalled the immediate years post-independence, when most government
initiatives focused on rural infrastructure and development with India being an agricultural country. Today,
agriculture contributes only 12 percent to the GDP, which is not enough to sustain 65 percent of the
population living in rural areas. This has compelled people from villages to immigrate to urban areas in search
of better and more lucrative economic opportunities. Our cities have not been created with the kind of
infrastructure and resources that are necessary to be able to cope with this steady rise in the population. We
therefore need to prepare for the eventualities that will arise with this expected increase in population,
specially, in terms of housing and public transport. In the recent years, 100 km of connectivity has been added
to Delhi Metro, taking the total distance covered to 314 km, which is expected to increase to 350 km by end
of November. Besides this, the government has currently sanctioned the addition of 11,000 new transport
buses to the city roads. During such planning, it is important to ensure that the growing public transport is
able to achieve the planned level of efficiency and affordability, only then will sustainable growth be possible.
Good decision-making needs to be sustainable in all forms, environmentally and socially.
Sharing his endeavours as part of the government, the Minister laid emphasis on the overall work that has
been done since May 2014, especially with respect to the various urban development schemes that have
been introduced by the government, particularly the 5 flagship programs of Swachh Bharat Mission, Pradhan
Mantri Aawas Yojna, AMRUT Scheme, Ayushman Bharat Yojna, and the Smart Cities Mission, constituting
one of the most comprehensive planned development programmes undertaken anywhere in the world.
Speaking of carbon emission levels in the country, he shared that the emissions had been brought down
significantly, and were now much closer to the global average at around 33 to 35 percent. Acknowledging
that plenty of work remained to be done to achieve sustainable development in true sense, he emphasised
on the need for working together in a more coordinated manner.
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Climate Jamboree | Edition I | Synthesis Report

63

Watt A Change - Supported by BEE
The global energy systems are slowly but steadily turning towards renewable energy and away from
hydrocarbons. This change has been fuelled by increasing technological innovations which are becoming
more accessible and affordable, changes in government statutes and requirements, and an increasing change
in market sentiment across sectors globally which has ensured that the global transition towards a clean
energy and climate-safe future is happening at a phenomenal pace. With the increasing urgency to address
climate change and move towards a more sustainable future, we need to contribute to the transformation
towards energy efficiency with our actions. The Watt A Change session was centred around showcasing
unique efforts by individuals towards responsible energy consumption. Mr Rakesh Jain from the Indian
Railways spoke and enlightened the audience.
In our country, most of our power needs are met by thermal power plants which burn coal to run turbines,
and are therefore, polluting. However, India is fast adopting renewable energy, especially solar, to reduce its
dependency on dirty hydrocarbons. Indian Railways has demonstrated itself to be a pioneer organisation by
extensively installing solar panels across a growing number of stations.
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YOU CAN
You can was a unique initiative designed to challenge young participants to come up with innovative, unique
ideas for a short term awareness campaign or programme in schools or societies which have maximum
outreach, and are cost effective. Shortlisted schools presented their ideas during the YOU CAN session on the
first day of Climate Jamboree.
To share a few examples of projects presented, students from Salwan Public School, Gurugram, displayed
an innovative and enterprising streak where they sought to replace the plastic on school campus with more
environmentally sustainable products such as steel, replacing the canteen cutlery, dustbin facilities, and
student tiffin boxes and bottles, thus effectively turning the school campus area into a plastic free zone. In
order to spread the message wider, they stitched their own cloth bags to promote them and strove towards
the replacement of plastic bags with in-house manufactured cloth bags in shops and market areas around
the school premises.
The team from Venkateshwara Global School, Vikaspuri chose to tackle the issue of mental health, an area
significantly impacting the youth of today. Their project titled ‘I’m Okay, a cry for help’ focused on the reasons
behind mental health issues, and sought to conduct a detailed study of emotional, psychological and social
wellbeing of individuals to understand the root cause of the problem. They targeted different circumstances
and reasons that bring about behavioural changes. Moreover, emphasising upon the role that parents play
as first guardians of a child, the students designed a questionnaire to survey the parents and analyse how
well they understood their children.
St. Thomas’ School, Mandir Marg created a project which involved production of hydroelectricity from waste
water, thus conserving fresh water otherwise used in power generation. The second phase of their project
comprised of a plastic crushing machine which works with human power. The machine helps crush plastic
waste, which can then be resold. The third leg of the project was a ferris wheel working on the principle of
electromagnetism. The final part of the project was a mulching machine in the shape of a Merry Go Round
with a centre-pit with attached rotator-blades. The pit could hold dried leaves and biodegradable waste,
mulching the waste into compost faster thus producing green manure.
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Panel Discussion
Food Choices and Nutritional Security
Chef Manjeet Singh Gill
Corporate Chef & Food Advisor, ITC Hotels and President, Indian Federation of Culinary Associations
Chef Manjeet emphasized on the importance of believing in traditions. He said he strongly believes in
Ayurveda and traditional practices. He further noted that we must choose local and traditional food because
it is compatible with our body. As our body is the composition of five main elements and it is best maintained
with the consumption of local and seasonal foods to live a healthy life.
Dr Tripti Aggarwal
Assistant Professor NIFTEM
Dr Tripti started by drawing attention to the fact that despite having a clear understanding of food security,
many of us still fail to give attention to the aspect of food safety. Nutrition and food safety are linked to each
other. Unfortunately, we are unintentionally exposed to certain chemicals from the food we consume which
inhibit the nutrition absorption in our body. It is this chemical safety which Dr Aggarwal lay focus on. These
harmful chemicals are a result of the way food is grown using chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Consuming
such food can have adverse impact on our immunity and may even lead to hormonal imbalances causing
condition such as PCOS in females. Increasingly, even the non-vegetarian food coming from poultry sector is
infested with antibiotics. The food choices have shifted from traditional to processed food or modern diet,
which increases the risk of compromising with the quality of food. She concluded by suggesting that our
policies must factor in food safety to ensure visible change.
Chef Sudhir Sibbal
Editor of Cuisine Digest
Mr Sibbal outlined the role of three important agents which ultimately determine the food consumption
cycle. The person who eats, the one who cooks and the one who grows the food form 3 main components of
the cycle. Farmers grow what we eat, and our eating habits are influenced by chefs, dieticians and other
industry practitioners, who play an important role in giving information about healthy food choices and
cooking habits. The speaker also spoke about hunger as a major problem and elaborated upon the UN
initiative to address the issue, in its entirety, by 2030. He further noted that obesity and under-nutrition are
also growing problems in India. He also laid focus on consuming locally grown and seasonal food, and how
farmers could be assisted by our choice of seasonal foods.
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Workshop by GIZ
Online Support Tool for Solar Water Pumps in India
GIZ conducted this workshop with the objective of explaining how solar water pumps can boost agricultural
practices in India. The session started with the demonstration of a tool called the ‘decision support tool’
which helps in deciding whether solar pump installation is required or not. This was followed by a small film
which further elaborated on what a solar pump actually is.
A pump is an important asset on any farmland which aids in irrigation. However, it requires electric power to
run the pump, which necessitates depending either on a power connection or on a generator. The options
are both, polluting and not easily available to remote farmers. Solar pump allows the radiation to power the
motor of the pump, and hence helps extract water for irrigation. Since it is self-sufficient and works with solar
radiation, it can be installed anywhere, and is financially supported through various government schemes.
Installation and utilization strategies can be further understood with the help of an interactive tool, which is
easy to use for both - farmers and decision makers. Online tools also help bankers providing loans, and policy
makers granting subsidies to help analyse the provision of subsidies and the feasibility of a project loan by
using up to 20 parameters to detect the local relevance and suitability of the technology being deployed.
Portal.ceew.in shows interesting choropleth mapping of status of parameters on water and spatial temporal
variables affecting the need and requirement assessment for the technology in different districts in India.
The concept’s wider goal is to put clean technology in place to reduce emissions from fuel pumps.
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PRAVAAH - Annual Tech Fest
Dept. of Business & Sustainability, TERI-SAS
Existence is synonymous with Pravaah – the flow. This flow is the energy that can drive change, create
possibilities, and ignite innovation. 'Pravaah - 2018', the annual management festival of the Department of
Business & Sustainability, embraced the very element of driving the change by transforming sustainability
challenges into opportunities. The one-day conclave was conducted alongside the Climate Jamboree megaconference and was graced by the country’s eminent sustainability leaders, academicians, and students.

Masterclass
The Masterclass on sustainability in business was conducted by the MBA (Business and Sustainability)
Department of TERI University.
•

Mr Himanshu Arora from Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. spoke about the importance of reporting as a
dependable measure of a company’s commitment towards sustainable development. Sustainability
reporting is a report card which serves as a constant reminder of how close or far we are from achieving
sustainability goals and how we can better ourselves from the previous report card. He also spoke about
India’s aggressive plans to generate compressed bio-gas (CBG). The Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas has
planned to roll out 5,000 CBG plants across India by 2025. These plants will produce 15 million tonnes of CBG
per annum, which is about 40 percent of current CNG consumption of 44 million tonnes per annum.

•

Dr Zinaida Fadeeva with her expertise in sustainable consumption and production enlightened the audience
about the concepts of Circular Economy. Our economy has been linear by design, which starts with extraction
of natural resources, goes through production, consumption, and eventually gets discarded in the landfill,
creating demand for more fresh extraction of resources. Circular design can change the game by bringing
back the used resources to the new cycles of production. She spoke about what it really takes to close the
loop of endless extraction and waste generation.

•

Ms Priyanka Abbi, a Business Strategy Consultant from Accenture continued this topic further and shed light
on how the corporate sector can integrate the concept of Circular Economy into their core processes as well
as the steps being taken by Accenture Leadership to promote responsible and inclusive development.
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Green Shift

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Masterclass was followed by ‘Green Shift’ where seven teams from colleges across the country competed for
the top spots. Business-as-usual approach is no longer relevant with an increasing pressure on depleting
resources and there is an urgent need to decouple growth from environmental damage. Building sustainable
entrepreneurship is the need of the hour. Green Shift aimed at unlocking the potential of young
entrepreneurs to consider the triple bottom line – people, planet and profit and encourages them to
contribute towards solutions for a safe climate and clean economies.
The teams were armed with innovative ideas and solutions to real world problems such as waste
management, fabric reuse, e-commerce platform for 100 percent organic products, electronic waste
management, women empowerment through e-rickshaws and a private chat to safeguard consumers from
data mining. The winning entries were:
Team ‘Ikhtiyar’ with their focus on creation of manure made from the water hyacinths obtained from
Yamuna to replace chemical fertilizers;
Team ‘Scrapp’ for their idea to start decentralized integrated plastic workshops in villages to provide
livelihood to villagers as well as manage plastic waste; and
Team ‘FIR Fabrics’ came up with a detailed plan on collection, segregation and reuse of fabric.
Other notable entries included:
Envirotek: An e-waste management initiative to manage upto 2 metric tonnes of waste with a target revenue
generation of INR 43 lakhs.
Organico: Business idea envisioning an online platform for sale of organic products, with unique QR code on
each product to track the process of manufacturing.
TIPcha: An idea for a private instant messaging chat system, with no sharing of data, no pop-ups or ads.
Adhikaar: Connecting buyers of government-certified GPS enabled e-rickshaws driven by women to microfinancers.
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Release of Chef’s Manifesto

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Day 3 of the Climate Jamboree event witnessed the release of Chef’s Manifesto by Dr Leena Srivastava after
an enlightening introduction of the same by the celebrated culinary artist, Chef Manjit S. Gill, Corporate Chef
& Food Advisor, ITC Hotels and President, Indian Federation of Culinary Associations.
The Manifesto is a document created by chefs from across the world, synthesizing the SDGs into the following
8 thematic areas that chefs can easily contribute to:
Ingredients grown with respect for earth & its oceans;
Protection of biodiversity & improved animal welfare;
Investment in livelihoods;
Value natural resources & reduce waste;
Celebration of local & seasonal food;
A focus on plant-based ingredients;
Education on food safety, healthy diets & nutritious cooking;
Nutritious food that is accessible & affordable for all.
100+ chefs from 36 countries have contributed to the formation of the manifesto, completing surveys,
attending calls and participating in workshops in London and New York. The Manifesto is underpinned by an
Action Plan which provides practical activities across each thematic area that chefs can take up to contribute
to the SDGs and inspire others to act.
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Project Green Hearts
The Importance of Native Trees and Biodiversity
This was a special session conducted by celebrated RJs from Fever 104 FM - Life Coach Sharat (host of the
show ‘Soul Yatra’), and RJ Rahul Makin, a favourite of the masses and a regular late-night feature on the FM
channel. The duo hosted an interactive session called Greentakshari, a musical discourse very similar to
Antakshari, but involving songs which paid tribute to the nature and environment.
This was followed by an interview of Peepal Baba, Swami Prem Parivartan, who is the founder of the
environmental charity Give Me Trees, and who is well known for having planted over 20 million trees along
with his team of volunteers. Presently, the Give MeTrees Trust is one of the largest community based
voluntary tree planting and conservation movements in India. He spoke to the audience about his passion
for tree planting (specifically Peepal trees) and conservation, and shared why it is beneficial to plant these.
He explained that Peepal trees help retain moisture in the ground, and attract many bird species, act as an
excellent groundwater recharger, and are among the largest generators of oxygen among the fauna, thus
acting as natural air conditioners for the environment.
During the session, Mr Mahendra Singhi, Group CEO at Dalmia Bharat, also spoke about the journey and
experience of his company towards its transformation into the greenest cement manufacturing company,
and how, by 2030, they intent to turn into a 100 percent renewable company.
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Clip & Tell
Popular Media & Sustainable Development Goals
This session was the finale to the lead up programme titled Clip & Tell, wherein participants expressed their
opinions on the power of popular mass media as an agent of change, and its ability to help spread
awareness about the SDGs, or to be detrimental to their achievement. The students did so through 1
minute reference clips, out of which 5 clips were chosen to be presented during the finale.
Clip 1 showed an advertisement of a fairness cream, and the company’s strategy of marketing its products.
The participant linked the narrative of the clip to SDGs 3 (Good health & wellbeing), 5 (gender equality) and
7 (affordable & clean energy). The clip primarily focused upon gender inequality (SDG 5) and the concept of
social inclusiveness and the unhealthy perspective represented by fairness cream companies while
advocating the use of their products to become fairer.
Clip 2 was an advertisement of Orange plus LED lights, showing their efficient lights being used to light up a
marriage function in India.
Here, the candidate linked the clip to SDG 7(affordable and clean energy for all) and argued that the
advertisement could also have shown the real picture of energy poverty in India and could have promoted
the product to a wider audience while throwing light on a more important message in front of the audience.
Clip 3 was an advertisement of Hawking cooking appliances, where they display the scene of an Indian
household where the female does the cooking using the cooking appliance and puts in a lot of effort, but
when the delicious food is lauded, the man takes all the credit.
The narrative here linked the video to SDG 5 about gender equality and women empowerment, and the
mindset of many Indians who never found the advertisement inappropriate years ago when it was first
released.
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Clip 4 was an advertisement of Himalayan package drinking water showing a girl travelling through many
cities just to bring fresh water from the Himalayas in between the petals of a rose, for her mother who was
far away, to show the purity of the water.
Here, the narrative targeted companies which charge high rates for packaged bottles, not keeping in account
a large segment of the population who may not be able to afford such expensive water bottles, linking it to
SDG’s.
Clip 5 was a clip from a black and white movie showing relationship issues between two friends, together
with clips of nature. The participant’s narrative in this case linked the clip to SDG 13 on climate action, and
how the state of our own relationship with the environment may be upsetting nature to a point of no return.
Upon viewing the clips and hearing the thoughts of the young
participants on various topics selected by them for representation,
Mr Prasoon Joshi, the celebrated literary and media figure known
for his incisive and thought-provoking media campaigns, expressed
his admiration for the insightful thinking which had gone into the
clips and the reasons for their selection by each of the participants.
He praised the efforts of young people at addressing such significant
subjects highlighting the importance of being aware. Expressing the
need for being proactive, he said that expecting others to bring
about effective action is never the best solution. Children are the
future, and if sensitivity towards the environment is ingrained in
their psyche along with their educational and professional
distinctions, they will take the country to new heights. In order to
bring about change in the world, one has to do their bit, and
collectively we will be able to head towards a better world.
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Legal Eyes
Moderator
Ms Rishika Singh, TERI School of Advanced Studies
•
•
•
•

Panellists:
Dr Deepa Kansra, Asst. Professor, Human Rights Studies Programme, Jawaharlal Nehru University
Ms Manisha Badoni, TERI School of Advanced Studies
Ms Sushmita Vishwanathan, Christ University, Bangalore
Ms Isha Chaudhary, Amity Law School, Noida
Dr Deepa Kansra spoke about the human rights of non-human entities, especially nature. The category of
non-humans is very broad and includes robots (giving rights to them), dead persons (post-human rights),
animals (species other than human), and nature. It’s worth questioning as to how courts and legal system
incorporate rights in nature. Rights of lakes, rivers, mountains can be demanded, as they too have a life span,
but the questions which remain revolve around how the law could achieve sustainability in terms of these
rights, and how the conceptual challenge of dealing with traditionally inexistent rights could be managed.
Only conferring laws to nature is not sufficient as right representatives should be around nature to be able
to raise emerging issues.
Researchers dedicated to environmental sustainability argue that human rights, which are about protecting,
preserving and conserving, are not only in context of human beings. For example, as per provisions of article
21, we have a right to life, and a right to healthy and clean environment. In fundamental duties, citizens as
well as the State have a duty towards nature. So, State and us, as individuals, have a mandate to protecting,
preserving and allowing nature to make claims. The following 3 points stood out:

•

Considering that all rights trickle downwards as responsibilities, it needs to be questioned if creating rights
in nature is the best approach towards sustainability and nature, especially since it comes along with the
question about the identity of the right holder on behalf of nature.

•

The category of non- humans has a lot of entities, so stating that nature is non-human just like other entities
like robots, electronics, etc. poses a challenge since it contradicts the existential basis of nature, and hence
an in-depth analysis needs to be conducted in the legal framework to determine the same.
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•

Conferring rights on nature is a result of difficulties in governance, or lack of empathy we have shown towards
nature. The only way forward is to place nature as a superior entity within the constitution.
The next speaker, Ms Manisha Bodani discussed sustainability and National Green Tribunal referring to the
air-pollution in Delhi. The speaker began her address by expressing the need to balance the awareness and
implications of SDGs with the legal aspects of sustainability. National Green Tribunal Act is the only act in the
world which gives the principles of sustainable development a statutory recognition with a legal mandate to
decide upon matters related to nature. It empowers the Parliament to bring changes in our domestic laws,
or make laws based on our international commitments. It has original jurisdiction, appellate jurisdiction and
also the power to review its own decisions. Appeal of its decisions can be applied directly to the Supreme
Court. India is only the third country after New Zealand and Australia to have a dedicated environmental
court.
There have been many leading cases where the NGT has given a ruling while looking out for the interests of
nature and environmental sustainability. Goel Ganga Developers India Pvt. Ltd. were fined with INR 100 crore
for causing environmental damage at some of their plants. Similarly, the case of Vardhaman Kaushik versus
Union of India, resulted in a ban of diesel vehicles for more than 10yrs in Delhi. More specifically in Delhi’s
context, Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC), the state pollution observation body, was charged with
a fine of INR 50 crore for not shutting down the pollution industries.
Ms Sushmita Vishwanathan from Christ College, Bangalore spoke elaborately on the case of Orissa Mining
Corporation versus Ministry of Environment & Forest. A report published by UNDP states that 47 percent of
communities residing in rural areas fall below the poverty line. In the case of Orissa Mining Corporation
versus Ministry of Environment & Forest & Others, it was argued the project has the capacity to achieve SDG
1, i.e. No Poverty. Some time ago, the proposal for mining of bauxite in the state of Kalahandi - a state which
is densely populated by tribal communities and known to be a backward region protected under Schedule 5
of the Constitution - was taken to the court. The tribal communities in this area have been worshipping the
hills for many decades, and have been using the resources of the hills for their livelihood and requirements
for centuries. Their cultural and traditional rights over the region have already been recognized under the
Scheduled Tribe and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 or the Forest
Rights Act, 2006.
The bauxite mining project requires forest clearance in these hills which have been the natural habitat of this
tribe for years. The mining activity would have adversely impacted the biodiversity and environment of the
region in addition to interfering with the customary and traditional rights of the local inhabitants. A
committee report showed that the tribal communities were not consulted in the process of obtaining a No
Objection Certificate, due to which the case was taken to court. The court’s decision upheld the rights of
indigenous people and tribal communities. This type of the judgement was in accordance with article 15
which states that the right of indigenous people to manage and conserve the resources on land must be
upheld.
Ms Isha Chaudhary, Amity Law School, Noida presented her discourse on Goa foundation versus Union of
India. This case presents the role of judiciary towards environment activities, and recognizes the need of
sustainable development. Mining activities, in the case, were immediately suspended because they were
threat to environment. A key consideration was whether miners were deprived of their livelihood. The court
aptly recognized the distinction between use and abuse and concluded that abuse of resources had damaged
the environment. The court also suggested accommodating the miners for 2-3 years since they were being
deprived of their livelihood. The court also created an Inter-Generational Equity Fund allocating 10 percent
of funds for maintaining ecological balance. This case captures the essence of Article 21, which constitutes
the right to livelihood and the right to safe and healthy environment.
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Sustainability Entrepreneurship
And Innovation Lab
Sustainability Entrepreneurship in India: Opportunities and Challenges
Ms Smita Rakesh
Manager, Foundation for Innovation and Social Entrepreneurship (FISE), Social Alpha
The session on Sustainability Entrepreneurship in India: Opportunities and Challenges was a perfect opening
to Sustainability Entrepreneurship & Innovation Lab’s series of sessions during Climate Jamboree to set the
right tone. Ms Smita Rakesh delved into every aspect of entrepreneurship, starting with outlining various
challenges faced by a new entrepreneur, be it technical, financial or branding, along with real life examples
in each case. She took the audience through various stages of a start-up’s journey, covering how critical
decision-making at every stage is and the reasons why most start-ups are unable to succeed.
Ms Smita also elaborated upon the various stages of financial support which a start-up normally seeks,
ranging from angel and seed funding to equity investment. She spoke about Social Alpha, particularly
elaborating on how it has been playing an important role in supporting ventures in energy and sustainability
areas. She addressed many doubts of the young audience, including discussing the prerequisites of getting
funded and shared advice on presenting a winning business case.

Real Sustainability Start-Up Stories: A Story-Telling Session
Mr Chandraprakash Kamana
Founder, SK Coir Industries
Chandraprakash Kamana, who was State Project Manager for Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, at Society for Promotion of Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Development in addition to being the co-founder of Siva
Kameswari Coir Industries, spoke at length about the rigorous effort that
goes into the production of eco-friendly products such as Coir Fiber, Coir
Yarn, Coco Peat etc. He also mentions how Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
both have a high capacity of production for these goods and how their
company is capitalizing on that in addition to providing livelihood to the
people of the East Godavari area where their facilities are located.
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Ms Devakshi Dhawan
Social Alpha / Founder, Hope Collective
Devakshi Dhawan, founder of Hope Collective and now the Portfolios, Programs, and Fundraising Manager
at Social Alpha, talked about how she came up with the idea for Hope Collective which is an online emporium
that brings contemporary and quality products made by NGOs and Social Enterprises directly to the
consumers. The portal is a step towards revolutionizing the Social Development sector by decreasing
dependency on charity, and by promoting the concept of 'Conscious Consumption'. Hope Collective's primary
aim is to create an alternate source of funds for NGOs and increase profitability for Social Enterprises. The
grit and determination needed to start your own business and constant innovation even after having
conceived and implemented the main idea are according to her the most important tools in any
entrepreneur’s arsenal. Marketing the products or services that you’ve come up with are just as important
as the very process of ideation. Problems faced during scaling up the business as well as the biggest
challenges of owning a business were some of the interesting questions from the audience.

Mr Alok Raj Gupta
CEO & Founder, Envecologic
Alok Gupta is the CEO & Founder of Envecologic, a start-up in the area
of sustainability and energy, where he offers research, advisory and
training. He stressed that an entrepreneur’s journey starts much before
the formal start of their company, sharing the example of his journey
since he made sustainability his career choice. Mr Gupta focused on the
need to have a plan and preparation in place. One has to gauge the right
time to take the leap. Pondering about the chances of getting the first
client, understanding the target market and reflecting upon one’s
qualifications to sell the service or to develop a product – all become
pertinent questions that an entrepreneur has to find answers to. He also
spoke about the multiplicity of ideas at the initial stage and the tempting
desire to implement them all, cautioning the audience that the trick is to
take time in putting those ideas through the funnel and streamlining the focus only on those where personal
conviction and market relevance lie. Following this, time, energy and focus could be directed towards
developing the enterprise further till the time it becomes financially rewarding. Each day is a learning
experience and the path is replete with challenges but giving up is not an option.

Mr Debayan Saha, Co-Founder &
Mr Brooke Barker, Lead Strategist
Persapien Innovations – a start-up supported by YES Foundation
The final session in the Sustainability Entrepreneurship forum was a talk around the concept on the theme
‘How Start-ups can make a difference’ led by Debayan Saha, Co-Founder and by Brooke Barker, Lead
Strategist of Persapien Innovations. The session started with an introductory video which spoke about their
journey of extensively researching, conceptualizing and inventing their breakthrough flagship product,
AirLens nose filter masks, and the AirLens data systems. AirLens data systems is an advanced algorithm based
technology which calculates and tracks air quality across the country, ensuring personalized protection and
care. AirLens is an air filtration nose mask which has been uniquely designed to cover only the nostrils of the
user and protect them against the harmful PM2.5 particles. It is a patented technology which makes use of
molecular fibres to provide the necessary filtration.
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Interacting with the young entrepreneurial minds present, they spoke about how and why should one start
with an idea which is doing something bigger than just generating a profit. This point was explained further
to the audience through a brief account of Mr Debayan’s own journey wherein he shared his initial
experiences which encouraged him to innovate in healthcare. This in turn led him to consider the Stanford
Biodesign Fellowship, where he met the cofounder of Persapien Innovations.
This brief talk was followed by an interactive workshop session, which sought to inculcate the concept of
‘ideation’ in the young minds. The students were asked to share an idea in the field of healthcare based upon
3 sub-categories for the ideation process – prevention, diagnosis and treatment. All participants were given
5 minutes to formulate their ideas in writing. These were then exchanged within the group and scored in a
‘Validation’ exercise.

Workshop Series: I am a Sustainability Entrepreneur
Mr Shakti Prasad Tripathi
Desai Sethi Center for Entrepreneurship, IIT Bombay
Ms Sanjogita Mishra
Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia
The main essence of the session was to imbibe the participants with necessary skills for becoming an
entrepreneur. The aim of social entrepreneurship is to create a business with a cause. In this context, the
idea and the concept of the innovation and evolution of bulb was being discussed. It was stated that the
original idea was developed by an Englishman Humphry Davy around 1802 and thereafter many scientists
started working in this field trying to solve the existing problem. It was later around 1879 that Thomas Alva
Edison ultimately tried to solve the problem by analysing the loopholes that the scientists made in the past.
His main motive was to develop a better bulb that would work and was not to make the first bulb. This
example was discussed by the speaker so that the students understood the importance of a starting point in
a start-up which involves contemplating the consumer’s need. Moreover, emphasis was laid on working in a
structured and a systemic manner to establish a start-up. In addition to that, one needs to delve deeper into
the patterns that exist in the market which involve an intense research.
To have a successful career as an entrepreneur it is essential to understand the size of the customer value
one can create. This further depends on the kind of product one brings into the market and the consumer
need of the product. The following points are to be kept in mind while starting an enterprise:
•
•
•

Firstly, the consumer need has to be understood and identified.
Secondly, it is essential to understand the existing problem and to identify the possible solutions.
Thirdly, the competitors and market demands have to be identified so that one is able to design and
experiment with one’s prototype.
The participants were also cautioned against usual mistakes that entrepreneurs make namely:

•
•
•
•
•

They start creating products without finding the exact consumer needs.
They do not study the competition that exists in the market in a scientific manner.
Resource planning and allocation is essential for an enterprise to be successful. This is often not kept in mind
by entrepreneurs.
Identifying the important questions and the solutions is important which is missed by many entrepreneurs.
They often make assumptions and validations before starting the enterprise.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Furthermore, to understand the size of the consumer value, one needs to understand the relevance of the
problem and find the correct solutions. To sum up, the main steps that need to be taken into consideration
to establish an enterprise are:
Step1: Identify the problem/ need.
Step 2: Create a prototype/ solution to the existing problem.
Step 3: Go back to the customer for his/ her feedback.
Step 4: Redesign the prototype according to the feedback.
Step 5: Go back to the customers for the feedback.
Step 6: With the available customers who are willing to pay, one can start with the business.
Nowadays, funding is not an issue as several organizations around the world, Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, for example, are proving funds for innovative entrepreneurship ideas.
There are many stages involved in the conception of an enterprise and each stage needs to be understood
and strengthened carefully so that all the stages go hand in hand. Furthermore, strengthening one stage
helps in proceeding to the succeeding stages. The utility of incubators and accelerators involved in the various
stages could be conceived as:
Incubators- Idea phase, proof-of-concept and discovery.
Co- working spaces- Customer creation and customer building.
Accelerators- If an idea needs traction.

Mr Saransh Roy
Associate, Start-Up India
Conducted on the third day of Climate Jamboree, the workshop was part
of the ‘I am a Sustainability Entrepreneur’ series and was based on the
‘Ease of Doing Business in India’. Mr Saransh Roy, an associate of StartUp India Initiative, took the audience through an informative session
about the current scenario of the start-up ecosystem in India.
He started his session by talking about the essentials of a start-up and
primarily focused on the definition of a start-up in the eyes of the Startup India Initiative, and the parameters which need to be fulfilled to that
effect. Thereafter, the speaker went on to give a brief overview about
ease of doing business in India, including legal exemptions available, and
various steps that the government has taken to ensure a steady
improvement in the start-up ecosystem in India over the last few years,
and to encourage enterprising individuals to venture out on their own.
He then explained the benefits that the Start-Up India Initiative is offering for the entrepreneurs of our
country. He elaborated upon the ‘process simplification’ with regards to a start-up, including the various tax
benefits available. Besides these, he explained the amendments that have been made in the compliance
regime, the exit policy and the patent guidelines, which have all been relaxed to a great extent in order to
provide a more promising environment for start-up growth and continuation.
Lastly, he spoke about the funding and monetary assistance that the initiative has been able to provide to
start-ups which fall under the purview of Start-up India. Talking about the financing and funding
opportunities available, he spoke about ‘the funds of funds’ - a collective fund system constituting 30 venture
capital funds, government funds and SIDBI funds.
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Research Forum
Research needs to realize 2030 Sustainable Development Goals
Mr Amit Kumar
Senior Director, Social Transformation, TERI
Mr Kumar started by talking about SDGs, and shared the proceeding leading to the formation of Agenda 2030
whereby, on 25 September 2015, more than 150 world leaders adopted the new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, including the Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs), at the United Nations Sustainable
Development Summit. At COP 21 in Paris, on 12 December 2015, parties to the UNFCCC reached a landmark
agreement to combat climate change and to accelerate and intensify the actions and investments needed
for a sustainable low carbon future. For the first time, SDGs were discussed in a way that they were very
closely interlinked with climate change. He went on to share the highlights of the Paris Agreement and
concluded by emphasising on the interlinkages and interdependence of the SDGs.
Professor Devesh Kumar Sinha
Department of Geology, Centre of Advance Studies, University of Delhi
Professor Sinha spoke about the tolerance of planet earth. He remarked that it takes around 200 years for
CO2 to disappear from the earth’s surface, but considering the current rate of emissions, it is unlike that the
gas will disappear for a long time. One can already sense the ‘warming effect’ in the environment. Referring
to thermal energy distribution and consumption patterns in the West, he also remarked upon the intensive
per capita consumption of energy in North America and Europe.
Dr Girija Bhara
Founder Director, Mu Gamma Consultants Pvt. Ltd
Mr Bharat started by talking about the additional steps required alongside the SDGs in order to work towards
a sustainable future with efficiency and enrichment being key factors for achieving the SDGs. Citing the
example of Kerala floods, he expressed that in India’s case, poverty and hunger are the main concerns that
should also be taken care of in addition to addressing climate change. Referring to the climate situation in
India, he opined that the bottlenecks surrounding prime climate concerns should be overcome on an urgent
basis.
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Dr Manasi Mishra
Head - Research, Centre for Social Research
Dr Manasi shared her experience at work where she witnessed gender discrimination for new-borns, and
observed high male birth ratio in Haryana and high girl birth rates in Kerala. As per World Economic Forum’s
Global Gender Gap Index for 2017, India is ranked 108 from 144 countries. She added that institutional
deliveries in India were 78.9 percent and the child sex ratio had reached 919 females per 1000 males.
Although women in workforce had dropped from 32 percent to 28 percent. Speaking about infant mortality
rates, she believed that government policies are not designed in a way that supports the females in the
manner required. Even the smart cities are not planned or designed keeping in mind the concerns from a
woman’s point of view. She concluded that proper research needed to be conducted and proper steps
planned as per the results of the said research, on the basis of which steps could be taken in the right
direction. Only then, accomplishing the targets set forth in the Sustainable Development Goals could become
a reality in the Indian context.
Ms Sudeshna Maya Sen
PhD Scholar, TERI School of advanced studies
Ms Sen discussed about the generation gap she felt during her studies and how during her research activities,
she came across the organic focus of the state of Sikkim and got to learn about all the policies and techniques
used by the government and the locals for agriculture. Talking about transition studies, Ms Sen opined that
people talk about transition studies, but there is never a transition in the way of studies. All are factors in the
way they work or make other people work for them and how efficient it can be. She added that we must
have a systemic approach while thinking about the sustainable development.

Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods
Dr Mercian Daniel
Program Manager (Mental Health), The George Institute for Global Health, New Delhi
Dr Daniel delved into research techniques, right from building an understanding of the components of good
research, to various types of research and types of analyses that can be undertaken. He defined research as
a scientific undertaking, which makes use of systematic techniques and procedures to discover new facts,
verify or test old facts, analyse inter-relationships or provide causal explanations or validate new tools,
concepts and theories. He discussed various basic and frequently used terminologies employed during
research work. The speaker covered how research designs can either be cross-sectional, one that takes place
at a single point in time, or be Longitudinal, a study that takes place over time.
There are certain types of research which look at establishing relationships between variables which can be
positive or direct, negative or indirect or curvilinear. Dr Daniel further explained various types of variables
and whether they are exhaustive or mutually exclusive in nature, or if they are independent or dependent
variables. Next, he explained the meaning of hypothesis as a specific statement of prediction. Thereafter, to
conclude with, he touched upon the methods of reasoning during a research exercise namely Deductive
Reasoning and Inductive Reasoning.
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Combating Corruption to achieve Sustainable Development Goals
Chair
Shri Sanjay Kumar Jain, Director, Exploration Division, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
Mr Jain stated that almost all the sustainable development goals are basic human rights like health, clean
water, food etc., and that we have reached a stage where attaining basic human rights has become an issue
for many people globally.
Moving onto corruption, he highlighted that in usual discussions, it is generally referred as bribery but the
sense and scope of corruption is much wider with ethical, moral and professional dimensions. Hence, the
definition of corruption in reality goes far beyond the legal definition. Mr Jain spoke about the concept of
influence as another form of corruption, which does not involve money or any other material. For example,
people in power influence the decision making for somebody’s recruitment or promotion, which counts as
an abuse of power, or corruption, and something which is usually ignored.
The speaker discussed the relationship between corruption and greed, positing that unending desires of
human beings for having a 'little more', in the face of limited resources, have led to maximum exploitation of
natural resources. The idea of ‘change starts with me’ should be adopted. The urge to have one more pair of
shoes, without the thought of re-using the old ones, or giving it to someone who actually needs it, is a simple
example of how one tends to give in to desires of irresponsible consumption.
Dr Aman M. Hingorani
Advocate & Mediator, Supreme Court of India
Dr Hingorani further elaborated the discussion on corruption which requires adopting a wider definition
including use & abuse of power for personal gains, influencing people through references, using personal
connections in professional work etc., which is not generally accounted for. He noted the increasing
disinterest amongst the population towards government and public issues, rising poverty and widening gap
between the rich and poor as some of the consequences of corruption.
The speaker further highlighted that the general public has accepted corruption as normal behaviour in
society which restricts them in taking any action against this unfair means. The prime solution of eradicating
corruption is to stop normalizing or accepting the problem as common practice. He laid focus on movements
that have surpassed government and private authorities to damage nature like the successful Chipko
movement, which was initiated by a common man to prevent cutting of trees. But corruption has acted as a
deterrent to take proactive initiatives.
It must also be noted that there is a legal framework, which can be amended from time to time to keep it
relevant, but the policies are all rendered ineffective to tackle corruption if people don’t step up and make a
difference themselves.
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Dr Jaya Vasudevan
Associate Professor, Department of Policy Studies, TERI School of Advanced Studies
Dr Vasudevan laid special focus on the correlation between climate change and corruption with the common
feature between the two being their negative impact on the poor population.
She further shared concern over money, provided by the government and other agencies through funds,
grants and aid, which doesn’t reach the intended beneficiary at the grassroots level due to corruption.
Particularly in the case of climate change, she mentioned that this is another issue where the danger is it
being used as a channel to siphon off money. A potential solution could be to ensure that policy makers and
implementing entities are two different parties thereby minimising the chances of funds mismanagement.
Ms Rishika Singh
Visiting Faculty, TERI School of Advanced Studies & Amity University
Ms Singh explained how corruption is crippling the healthcare in our country. We often talk about policy,
targets, funds and standards to achieve in public health but forget to focus on the quality of service provided
by the health sector. Corruption exhibits itself, in this sector, mainly through poor governance and
mismanagement.
Generally, funding is done at central level whereas policy implementation is needed at ground level, this wide
gap leads to multiple intermediate steps and procedure resulting in a wide scope for corruptive practices to
flourish. Furthermore, the result of corruption in this sector is difficult to note as the indicators take time to
show results of poor health service delivery.
The prominent areas afflicted with corrupt practices pertain to the pricing of drugs and medical equipment,
cost of treatment, lack of proper auditing practices etc.

Research Proposal Presentation
Students from different universities came up with presentations of new and innovative research proposals
along sustainable development goal oriented themes like poverty alleviation, environmental/water
governance, energy consumption/production, gender equality, technology for sustainable development,
sustainable urban development, disaster management, climate change mitigation, and so on.
Some interesting research areas presented during the session included examining health status of Delhi’s
citizens, assessment of work-related urban problems etc. Some water-related proposals focused on water
governance, rainwater harvesting in Delhi and associated challenges. A specimen study on the assessment
of urban green spaces developed under the Municipal Corporation of Delhi wherein primary research was
done at three Delhi parks to understand the ground level situation was conducted and further research was
proposed on the same.
Some scientific research proposals were also presented such as fabricating a biopolymer surface to artificially
reduce carbon dioxide into bicarbonate, examining the effects of rising temperature on sea turtle and
analysis of PET degradation system wherein plastics could be artificially decomposed. Some more
miscellaneous proposals related to the relationship between energy and climate change, human migration
and financial mechanisms for climate action.
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Poster Presentation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Over 30 posters were showcased by young participants from various schools and colleges. The posters
portrayed a wide array of sustainability issues such as:
Influence of climate change on crop productivity;
Climate-smart varietal adoption and its impact on household welfare;
Urban regeneration
Solar PV inverter
Sensitivity of water and energy usage in food for urban food consumption;
Community based water management
Assessment of public green space under the ‘Smart City’ mission
Flood mapping and monitoring using microwave data
Hazardous waste identification from industrial clusters
Water-energy nexus

Funding Opportunities for Research
Mr Apoorv Mahendru
Deputy Director, DAAD Regional Office
The research session aimed to introduce the students to the research opportunities existing in Germany, and
the funding opportunities available for them to support their research endeavours in the country.
Speaking of the opportunities available, Mr Mahendru shared more than a thousand publicly funded
institutions in Germany offer the possibilities of conducting research. Research is not merely an important
aspect of the scientific or academic community, it is also a very important aspect for the economic and social
wellbeing of the country. Estimated research expenditure on these institutions is EUR 90 billion, i.e. 2.98
percent of Germany’s GDP, according to the federal statistical office. Currently, circa 652,000 people are
working in the research & development sector in the country.
He spoke about the main research bodies at the forefront of research in Germany, with the Universities
(HEIs), Non-University Research Institutes and Industrial Research forming the pillars of the German research
sector. Mr Mahendru also elaborated upon the various scholarships available for research and PhD studies
in Germany. The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) provides research grants to doctoral projects
at state-run or state-recognized institutes, and once a student is selected for a PhD, they can be provided a
grant for up to four years. For Indian students who need to visit Germany for research, DAAD provides a grant
for up to two years. Max Planck Institutes also provide financial help in the form of work contracts to PhD
students. The German Research Foundation (DFG) provides work contract or scholarships to PhD student &
junior researchers for 2-3 years of duration. Helmholtz Research Schools also help international students in
the form of scholarships and fellowships. Green Talents provides grant to research & stay, to leading German
institutions of environmental and sustainability.
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BEE Energy Quiz
To create awareness on Energy among students, an Energy Quiz competition, sponsored by the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE), was conducted on 2 November 2018, as part of the Climate Jamboree 2018
at Thyagraj Sport Complex, and on 4 December 2018 at TERI School of Advanced Studies.
The competition aimed at measuring the knowledge and awareness on energy amongst youth and developed
their knowledge through fun and collaborative learning.
The quiz witnessed an enthusiastic response from 26 schools with 108 participants from diverse subject
streams. Both the quizzes consisted of 4 rounds each namely – qualifiers, anagrams, visuals and rapid fire.
Teams from Mamta Modern Senior Secondary School, Vikas Puri, New Delhi and Amity International School,
Sector 46, Gurgaon emerged as winners at the Thyagaraj Sports Complex while Amity International School,
Mayur Vihar, Delhi and Bloom Public School, Vasant Kunj took the prize home during the quiz held at TERI
School of Advanced Studies.
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Local Heroes
Yes Foundation Changemaker Initiative
The Yes Foundation Changemaker Initiative was instituted to recognize and nurture impactful social
initiatives supported under YES! I am the CHANGE campaign. One of such campaigns included a story on Ravi
Kalra, the person behind the relentless campaign to sensitize Indian drivers.
Ravi Kalra is a social activist and environmentalist who has been tirelessly fighting the menace of honking on
the road. With his group of volunteers, he has been educating people about the ill-effects of honking and his
efforts have also been recognised by the government of India. He is known as the No Honking Man of India,
a world record holder for wiping out the ‘Horn Please’ sign from over 1 lakh commercial vehicles.
Ravi has also founded an NGO by the name of ‘The Earth Saviours Foundation’ to look after poor, mentally
disabled, HIV/AIDS patients, abandoned senior citizens etc. He offers them free shelter, food, medicines and
daily amenities. In the year 2012, Ravi Kalra was awarded the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International
Prestigious Award for excellence in selfless humanitarian service.

Sustainability Does Not Stand A Chance
The session focused on introducing the youth to Indian culture, mainly focusing on 5 D's of Dialect, Diet,
Dressing, Dwelling, Dances and songs, and their dynamic relationship with sustainable development.
One of the interesting themes which this session followed was ‘Pakshantar’ by Architect Aparna Pathak,
which aimed to address issues at the grassroots level, particularly emphasizing on the elimination of waste
at source. Another element was called 'Swaraj', which pertained to reviving faith in worshiping the mother
i.e. the feminine forces of nature (rivers, forests and others). The discourse also covered consumerism in an
engaging discussion around propositions such as the replacement of fast moving consumer goods that are
harming the environment with natural homemade products. The discussions also focused on extended
producer responsibility and how the extent of our demand determines the degree of stress we cause on the
resources.
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7

Special Events
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A game being conducted by SDSN Youth Network which was an adaptation of the
traditional game of snakes & ladders where the number board reflected questions related
to the 17 SDGs.

Games @SDSN-Youth Initiative Games

7 teams from different schools created their own wall paintings with a message on clean
cooking solutions. The messages conveyed through the paintings were innovative &
focused on promoting the adoption of clean cooking solutions in rural areas.

Wall Painting & Behavioural Change Campaign
By Dharma Life
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A green-cooking competition was organized by Dharma Chefs wherein 7
teams competed for the honour of the best dish. Each team comprised a
school student and a rural woman who had recently learnt the benefits of
cooking using induction cook-tops instead of traditional coal based stoves.
The young participants were mentored by their experienced partners in
cooking novel dishes which were delicacies from their respective hometowns.

Cooking Competition at the Dharma Chef Counter
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WWF Interactive Activity Zone
•
•
•
•

Water foot print calculator as a version of snakes & ladders where kids are educated about water
conservation while playing and moving along the ladder.
Ocean’s Plastics where kids answer questions on whether they have undertaken a mentioned activity to
save water.
Crosswords on environment and plastic use.
Wheel on water footprint to show children how their daily activities impact water conservation.

Climate Jamboree | Edition I | Synthesis Report

90

Art from The Heart
Dancing | Theatre | Painting | Singing
Art from the Heart aimed to bring discussions of socio-environmental concerns, powerful struggles and solutions
for sustainability through expressive art forms so as to build a stronger social connect to create a movement for
sustainability and climate action.
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The 3-day mega event witnessed screening of acclaimed and
insightful documentaries, which besides showcasing the cinematic
prowess of the filmmakers, also captured their personal commitment
to spread awareness about the themes their movies covered. Around
8 screenings were conducted over the length of the event, and they
all captured varied themes, covering an entire gamut of topics and
touching on themes which make us introspect and look within
ourselves for the answers to the questions they raise. While all the
screenings proved to be incredible viewing experiences, some of
these particularly tugged at one’s heart strings.
Timbaktu, a movie based in rural Andhra Pradesh sought to explore
issues of food security and sovereignty, and focused on how a small,
apparently insignificant, group can also result in a revolution of ideas
and practices.
Through the movie India’s Healing Forests, filmmaker Nitin Desai took
the audience along on a fascinating journey through the forests of
India, while simultaneously exploring the amazing ways nature affects
our body, mind and spirit.
The film Gaur In My Garden delved deeper into the human-animal
interactions, while looking at conflicts which have frequently occurred
in such areas.
Lamkani: A doctor’s tale, which was based upon the story of
pathologist Dr Dhananjay Newadkar, provided a glimpse into how one
man’s determination to bring about change in his village brought
about a spectacular turnaround in the village’s history.

Documentary Screenings
Exhibition Zone
The Exhibition Zone at the Climate Jamboree venue housed a wide
array of sectors including energy, cement, green products, NGOs,
academic institutions, and think tanks and green firms, providing a
remarkable place to find out from exhibitors how they were
responding to challenges of energy efficiency, climate change, and
sustainability. Some of the major exhibitors included the Dalmia
Bharat Group, Havells, Dell, Google Earth, The Energy & Resource
Institute, Goonj, Upaj Farms, AISEC, UN-SDSN Youth (South Asia
Network), and TERI School of Advanced Studies.
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3

Showcase Events
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Classical Dance by Dr Navina Jaffa and Shobhna Jha
brought to fore the power and indispensability of
water and women, both of whom are key to making
life possible on this planet. The performance, themed
‘Water, Gender and Timelessness’, struck a chord
with the spirit of sustainability.
Dr Navina Jafa has studied India through dance,
history, political science, sociology, and languages.
Her book titled ‘Performing Heritage: The Art of
Exhibit Walks’ is the first academic work on the craft
of Heritage Walks.
Aside from being a heritage tourism Specialist, Dr Jafa
is also the Vice President of Centre for New
Perspectives which works on Traditional Knowledge,
Skills and Sustainable development. Her performance
along the lines of the theme of Water, Gender and
Timelessness emoted the sentiments of the holy river
Ganges upon becoming polluted. The Ganges says, ‘I
will meet to quench your thirst the next day, only if I
am untangled from the net of pollution’.

Day 1: Water, Gender & Timelessness
Dr Navina Jafa | Shobhna Jha
Shobhna Jha is a kathak performer, choreographer
and trainer. With over 18 years of association with
Kathak, Shobhna has performed in more than 11
countries worldwide and in prestigious festivals
across India including multiple times at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan. At present, she is successfully
running Kathak Studios in Gurugram, imparting
kathak training to different age groups. Shobhna’s
solo performance titled ‘Shakti’ echoed the spirit of
how the power of a women is indispensable in
attaining any kind of sustainability.
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Day 2: Art Rock for Change
Dastaan Live

The power packed performance along the theme, Changing City and Sustainability, by Dastan Live
brought two different worlds of bitter reality and hope for a better tomorrow together, leaving the
audience energised to go out and be the change.
Baan is an arts entrepreneur, musician/ composer, and an avid adventure lover. He has more than 14
years of experience as a professional musician. Sumant Balakrishnan (Bala) is a vocalist and guitarist
from New Delhi, India. He has been active on the independent music scene as the founder and
vocalist/guitarist for the modern rock act ‘Barefaced Liar’ and has played at premier venues and
festivals across India since 2008.
Dastaan Live is an exploration of the Indian condition through a multi-arts experience that combines
live music with the visual arts, sound & light design to tell the many realities of life in urban India. Their
pioneer effort is built around New Delhi with the intention of capturing a slice of its short and
tumultuous history, its near constant transformation and the sheer resolve of its people. The show
was called Art Rock for Change, which literally fuelled the youth participants to step up and bring in
the transformation, while singing through the shades of challenges emanating from the culture of
unsustainability.
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Day 3: Voices of Hope
Ao Naga Choir

There couldn’t have been a better conclusion to the 3 day mega event than the Music Concert by Ao
Naga Choir singing the Voices of Hope, reinstating the belief that together we all can make our world
better again, green, peaceful, and truly sustainable.
Formed in the year 2009 under the aegis of the Ao Baptist Church, the Ao Naga Choir is an affiliate
member of the International Federation of Choral Music, USA & Royal School of Church Music, UK.
The members consist of musicians, working professionals and students in New Delhi and are
predominantly from the Naga Tribe inhabiting the state of Nagaland.
The choir is a multilingual one and also sings in Latin and Swahili – a language of East Africa with a
repertoire as diverse as spirituals, gospel songs, hymns, Ao Naga songs and choruses from opera,
operetta and musicals. In addition to fulfilling their responsibilities in the church and community,
members of the Choir undertake various programs in choral music education in a number of schools
and institutions.
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Key Messages
Knowledge to Action
Sustainable Development Goals
v Youth have to be engaged in the discourse to fight climate change more seriously than ever as they will
play critical role in observing planetary boundaries, particularly in the context of achieving sustainable
development goals 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 14 & 15.
Sustainability Strategy
v We need to create innovative business models which can make clean and green technologies affordable
and easy to adopt since high price or lack of profitability act as main deterrents in the penetration of
good sustainability solutions.
v Youth must focus on entrepreneurship to solve various challenges and build our adaptive capacity, by
means of becoming job creators instead of job seekers. Furthermore, we need to boost social
entrepreneurship to accelerate the process of achieving SDGs, focusing on ethics and values, and not
profits alone.
v Every country must focus on building global cooperation through ‘Collective Intentionality’, comprising
5 key areas – joint knowledge creation, joint practice and routine, joint narrative and perspective, global
norms of fairness, and joint future.
v In order to find solutions to sustainability challenges, we should try to bring back some aspects of
traditional knowledge and combine them with the existing technical knowledge to find solutions to
today’s challenges.
Municipal Waste
v We need to decentralize our waste management systems with the 3Rs (reduce, reuse and recycle) at
the core of it to tackle the mounting waste problem effectively. Bio-waste composting can reduce the
waste to half, at least 20 percent of which can be recycled, according to Chintan Environmental Research
& Action Group.
v Of the 3Rs, ‘reduce’ is the most ignored strategy, which translates into reduced waste. Before discarding
anything, we should think about its alternative uses.
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v We must introduce a formal concept such as Extended Consumers Responsibility akin to Extended
Producers Responsibility (EPR) to hold consumers as responsible as producers when it comes to
managing waste (plastic waste, in particular).

Day 1

Transportation
v A strong political will, community support, robust technical plan, and better financial instruments must
all work towards reducing the number as well as length of motorized trips to decarbonize and
decongest.
v Favourable policies and market forces should incentivise faster adoption of electric vehicles. Besides
environmental benefits, there are immense economic benefits, especially from two-wheelers, running
cost of which can be as low as 25 percent of the current petrol cost per km (refer to the BEE and Havells
Session on Energy – led by TERI).
Food
v We must consume locally grown and seasonal food in order to eat healthy and reduce our carbon
footprint. Growing demand for local crops will also result in better sustenance of our local farmers.
Water
v Promoting rain water harvesting (RWH), use of drip and sprinkler irrigation, and changing cropping
patterns to suit regional conditions can safeguard our agricultural sector from water crisis. Aggressive
adoption of RW practices at household and community levels can pull many regions out of water stress.
Air Pollution
v We must urgently reduce industrial emissions, automobile exhaustion, and use of dirty fuel to control
air pollution as it is leading to public health crisis, being the leading cause of death and causing huge
economic losses.
Lifestyle & Consumption
v We must watch our consumption patterns to make sure we do not choose lifestyle convenience over
natural order. Also, sustainability doesn’t just mean recycling the waste, but also curtailing waste
reduction, which is directly influenced by our consumption patterns.
Urban Forests and Biodiversity
v We need stricter policies to preserve forests and limit infrastructure growth that leads to shrinking of
animals' habitat in order to tackle growing human-animal conflicts, often amounting to loss of lives of
animals and humans in addition to economic loss.
Resource Management
v Work on moving towards a sustainable future must begin at the household level today by saving
water, becoming more energy efficient, managing waste, and consuming locally grown food.
Circular Economy
v Our economic systems must urgently incorporate the principles of circular economy and abolish
the linear pattern of extract-make-consume-dump. Some natural resources are already on the
verge on full depletion, and bringing them back in the loop is the only solution.
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Day 2

Disaster Management
v We have to work towards developing more resilient disaster response systems, especially as
the frequency of weather related extreme events is going up. Whether it was floods in Kerala or
in Uttarakhand, it has taken more than three years for local populace to re-stabilize.
Mental Health
v We require more interventions and a three-tiered intervention structure to tackle the growing
problem of stress and mental illness – at the government level through state run initiatives such
management workshops and conflict resolution services; and at the personal level by taking a
break from stress causing activities to actively indulge in physical activities, meditation etc.

Day 3

Gender Equality & Women Safety
v Changes in the executive and judiciary systems can succeed in ensuring gender equity only if
they are accompanied by sensitization of the public and effort to fight the patriarchal mind-set
which subjugates women to men, and makes it easy for culprits to get away with crime.
v In order to tackle the issue of assaults, especially against women, we need to improve urban
planning (installing cameras and street lights), scale up awareness drives (wall paintings, street
plays and flash mobs), and use technology (distress buttons and assault alarms) to effectively
deter the perpetrators.
Technology
v Fighting global warming needs to entail de-carbonisation at an accelerated rate which can be
supported by investments in clean technologies, to limit global temperature increase to 2°C by
halving the global emissions by 2030, as per the Paris Agreement.
Urban Poverty
v India must focus on decentralizing development and creating more local opportunities to
decelerate migration to cities.
Sustainable Tourism
v The government must formulate stringent rules to safeguard the eco-tourism spots as their fastgrowing popularity is proving to be counter-productive for local bio-diversity as well as culture.
Financing Development
v There is a pressing need to develop innovative financing instruments to fund sustainable
development activities, so that diverse scales of funding are available for all types of projects.
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Key Questions
Inspiring Change

Change begins by asking the right questions. The process of changing the status quo begun with Climate
Jamboree where thousands of youth asked questions rooted to the thought of bringing about a transformation
for a better future. The nature of questions raised during the mega-event are a testimony to the fact that the
youth is now meaningfully engaging themselves with the issues of sustainability and seriously thinking about the
diverse possibilities to address the challenges therein. Here are some popular, relevant and hard-hitting
questions raised during various sessions of Climate Jamboree:
1. How can we spread sustainability to countries which are facing highly unstable situations like war? Are world
superpowers willing to invest in these countries?
2. Even if we do anything to save the climate under the pledge, we do need resources for the same. Plans without
adequate means would end nowhere. Is that true?
3. Machines that convert plastic into its original compounds like petroleum already exist. So why aren't these being
used?
4. What are big soft drink companies doing about the over-use of groundwater and Narmada water for producing
beverages?
5. Banks do waste a lot of paper during paper work. What initiatives has Yes Bank taken to reduce this? Can we use
the waste paper in schools and other fields?
6. Is government helping GEA in achieving its 2030 goals and targets? If yes, then how?
7. Should India consider social budgeting to address the issues associated with inequitable distribution of wealth or
narrow the gap between haves and have nots?
8. Packaging materials (plastic) are significant contributors to environmental problems, why don’t online shopping
sites shift to biodegradable packaging materials?
9. Which career paths should the youth take to drive policy changes towards attaining the SDGs?
10. Best way to deal with the problem of immigration is to curb the root causes. How can we create education &
employment opportunities in every state?
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11. How can policies addressing groundwater scarcity be strengthened and actually be implemented on the ground
level?
12. Why aren’t plastic bags and bottles banned all over the country like in Maharashtra?
13. Why is there a lack of political will in ensuring a stop to stubble burning in Punjab & Haryana if the problem is so
huge?
14. Shouldn’t Bollywood step up and contribute to spread awareness about climate change, especially as
documentaries lack mass appeal?
15. The world is going to witness disruptive changes sooner than later. Is there any focus on re-skilling people who
would lose jobs in the process?
16. People continue to use plastic bags. Why can't we ban plastic producers?
17. What can be done to intensively digitize schools in order to prevent paper waste?
18. A district in Kerala has adapted carbon neutral system. How can we efficiently spread this system across rural as
well as urban India?
19. We all want to contribute towards the environment, but the problem is we don't know how to do it? How to turn
it into a business opportunity?
20. How can India strike a balance between economic growth and sustainable development?
21. What are the technologies available for commercial carbon-dioxide removal?
22. Can governments keep aside political disagreement to make strong policies on sustainability?

Climate Jamboree | Edition I | Synthesis Report

101

Climate & Sustainability Poll

No. of respondents who believed that the
discussion groups enhanced their knowledge/
made them more aware about climate and
sustainability issues

88%

No. of respondents who would adopt greener
practices in their everyday life after their
participation in the programme events

No. of respondents who could correctly associate with and identify relevant SDGs related to
the sessions they attended.

Personal
Responsibility

Saving Available
Resources

Critical yet
Neglected

First thoughts immediately coming to respondents’ mind upon hearing the term - sustainable development.
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Sharing Thoughts
Students at Climate Jamboree 2018

I am Ganga and I am a student of Gurukul School. We have made an art piece for
the segment ‘Art for Sustainability’, and it is made out of waste plastic material.
Through our piece, we wish to convey a message to those who throw away single
use plastic bottles after consuming its contents. We want to tell them that plastic
takes a very long time to decompose, so it’s a better idea to upcycle it and use it to
create something creative out of it. Making something out of it is better than
putting it in the trash and waiting for it to degrade over centuries. Besides, if made
well, these art pieces can look beautiful, and one can even put it up in many public
places, including metro stations, schools and colleges.

Aadar Atreya, a first-year student from PGDAV College, Delhi University said that
he drew inspiration to be more environmentally aware and conscious from his
favourite actor Leonardo di Caprio, a reknowned environment enthusiast and
activist. As a child, he was also deeply impressed by the movie Deep Impact, a
science-fiction disaster film. His motivation for participation was his concern for
the environment and the world around him. He said there have been a number of
natural disasters in India as well as around the world recently, and the increase in
this frequency of occurrence is what drove him to participate in the event. He feels
the government is doing a lot on its part to conserve the environment, and as
conscious citizens of this country and residents of planet Earth, the onus of
implementing the policies is on us, and we ought to cooperate.
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Samridhi, a 10th grade student from DPS Sushant Lok loves photography, and has
been doing it since the age of 13. She heard about the Climate Jamboree event in
her school and researched about it online. The theme and the purpose behind
Climate Jamboree intrigued and excited her, and motivated her to participate in
the photo-story contest organised in the run-up to the program. She attended the
three-day event, and was deeply impacted by it. She has a long and very insightful
message to share. She feels that after attending Climate Jamboree, we can’t
pretend that climate change is a seasonal event. We should research more on why
climate change is affecting us now more than ever in comparison to yesteryears
like 50s’ or 80s’. She says one must use the social media platform to spread
awareness about this, and about what we can do to help. Usually we just know and
hear that there is some conference happening in some part of the world about the
environment and we know just about the top and bottom of it but we don’t know
about the part in between, i.e. we don’t know what is India’s stand on issues being
discussed there, and steps taken by India, etc. She strongly feels that our own
efforts are very important. From a student’s perspective, we (students) can’t do
much, but we can start conversations with the adults in the field, or speak to our
peer groups or family, because sometimes starting a conversation about the issue
can make a lot of difference. She says one can make a start by searching about the
current condition of our environment. Major cause of the climate change is
deforestation, so smallest thing that everyone can do is plant trees and try to
educate others about the same

Jeff Tomson is a 17-year-old 12th Grade student from Bhavans Vidya Mandir,
Kochin, Kerala. He was driven by his love for photography and capturing life in his
lens, to participate in Climate Jamboree. He was also intrigued by the unique theme
of the conference. He feels that everyone is constantly thinking about big steps that
need to be taken for the environment, but in addition to those, every small step
taken by every individual regardless of their age, sex, religion or location can make
a difference. Every journey starts with a step, and he would like to urge people to
do their bit by initiating small things such as using more public transport, and using
ink pens instead of use-n-throw plastic pens which are harmful to health and to
environment.

Toshet, a 11th grader from Delhi Public School, Gurgaon, attended the inaugural
session and came to realise that we are the real culprits behind climate change and
must reduce our carbon foot print. The change starts from within. When a single
person takes a step then it inspires other people to follow their example. It is
important to start motivating other people as well. For that to happen, we must
know how to bring change at our individual level, then only can we explain it to
others. Toshet had already asked his friends in the tuition class to not burst firecrackers at Diwali but they did it anyway. Simple things such as not bursting
crackers, carpooling, reducing waste generation, recycling, upcycling etc. are some
of the basic things that we can undertake. Collectively, we can make a visible
difference.
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Sharing Thoughts
St. Thomas’ School, Mandir Marg, New Delhi
Sustainability is probably the most overused word in the recent times, and has become a norm rather than a
habit. However, TERI School of Advanced Studies organised Climate Jamboree which unravelled the meaning
and encapsulated the true ethos of sustainability.
The lead up events sparked enthusiasm for different aspects of sustainability pervading almost every aspect
of our life. ‘You can’ challenge encouraged students to ideate and innovate solutions for sustainability. Events
like ‘Art from Heart’ infused dance, drama and music all around, while promoting green living while ‘Green
on my plate’ and ‘Clip and tell’ events challenged young minds to dwell on varied matters such as food
patterns, media’s role in dispelling barriers that create disharmony in nature and in our environment around
us. October witnessed workshops conducted for selected participants. We attended these workshops which
discussed key pointers to help the teams focus on the challenges and be clear, enabling them to ideate,
innovate and get involved.
The three-day mega event at Thyagraj stadium witnessed the culmination of all the lead-up programmes. St.
Thomas’ Girls Sr. School, Mandir Marg is proud to have witnessed it in the capacity of the institutional partner
with maximum participants (over 350 girls in 3 days). The key highlights of the events were (i) the live stations
put up by various NGO’s and institutes of stature which enabled students to become aware of ground realties
and principles in engaging ways like games, puzzles, discussions, PowerPoint presentations, etc. (ii) Movers
and Shakers Youth Voice Sessions – an innovative approach that boosted confidence of the young
participants and provided a platform for young minds to discuss and share their views with eminent people
in the respective fields. (iii) Distinguished guests from a plethora of fields (media, education, politics,
corporates etc.) brought a confluence of diverse ideas, viewpoints and a sense of unity in addressing the issue
of building sustainability.
The example of a large corporate house like Dalmia Cement aspiring to become a carbon negative cement
company left an indelible impression on young minds, making them understand that social responsibility
doesn’t end with power but begins with power, and we returned much more determined to charter
unchartered paths and overcome obstacles to fill up the lacuna and promote sustainable lifestyles.
Thank you, TERI-SAS for this experience!
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Outcomes

Fostering Learning: With ministerial addresses urging the young participants to take lead,
keynote addresses from business leaders who highlighted their learnings and technical talks
delivered by globally acclaimed scientists, Climate Jamboree helped its young participants build
a deeper understanding of major sustainability concerns including climate change, particularly in
the country-context of India. Further engagement with non-profit and civil society organisations
in discussion groups on numerous topics pertaining to the overarching themes of science and
technology; development and society; and governance, inspired the participants to seek
solutions for addressing current challenges.

Providing Inspiration: Highlighting the need for a paradigm shift to efficient and innovative
solutions and encouraging more ambitious actions, the mega-conference also showcased easily
replicable solutions and initiatives currently being implemented to address socio-environmental
concerns. Special initiatives like the Sustainability Entrepreneurship & Innovation Lab, set up in
association with Start-up India (a Government of India initiative), during the programme,
informed the youth of the possibilities that remain and the ways in which they could create an
impact through social entrepreneurship.

Sensitising Stakeholders: Alerting the stakeholders towards the weight of the responsibility
which lies on their shoulders with the power of destabilizing and potentially changing the
trajectory of the planet or alternatively forging bonds of collective action to promote
sustainability, Climate Jamboree encouraged individuals to commit to specific actions that would
promote sustainability in their everyday lives, through mass awareness and sensitisation
campaigns. The efforts also resulted in a dedicated online community willing to engage and
communicate the message further.

Driving Change: The multi-pronged and inter-disciplinary approach of the programme resulted
in the involvement of youth from across varied sectors allowing for new ideas leading to the
formation of social enterprises and the launch of school-level campaigns geared towards
sustainable development. The three-day mega conference component of Climate Jamboree was
a model conference in itself, conceptualised eco-consciously to be executed with minimal waste
creation and responsible resource consumption thereby setting an example for other
conferences and events to follow suit.

Creating Knowledge: In an attempt to closely comprehend the outlook, needs and aspirations
of the youth, Climate Jamboree provided them a platform to voice their ideas and solutions which
were presented to key Ministers, business-leaders and global change-makers for informing the
designing of government policies. A White Paper, comprising policy suggestions and proposed
solutions from the programme, was later presented at COP24.
Climate Jamboree | Edition I | Synthesis Report

106

Image: Sanvi Goyal
A winning entry from Still More to Life under the aegis of Climate Jamboree

Programme Partners
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INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS
St. Thomas' Girls Senior Secondary School, Mandir Marg, New Delhi
St. Thomas’ School, Dwarka, New Delhi
Loreto Convent School, Delhi Cantt., New Delhi
Mamta Modern Sr. Sec. School, Vikaspuri, New Delhi
St. Mary’s School, Dwarka, New Delhi
Aryabhatt Institute of Technology, Ashok Vihar, New Delhi
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The Organizing Committee
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v

Dr Leena Srivastava, Vice Chancellor
Ranjana Saikia, Programme Co-Director
Deepak Sahai, Programme Co-Director
Arti Rajkumar, Sponsorship Coordinator
Supriya Gulati, Programme Coordinator
Sandeep Arora, Associate Director - Administration
Dr Kamna Sachdeva, Faculty Coordinator
Dr Anandajit Goswami, Management Development Programme Coordinator
Pooja Choudhary, Deputy Systems Analyst (IT)
Zina Sinha, Programme Associate
Harmeet Kaur, Programme Associate
Shaurya Patel, Programme Associate
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Children are the future, and if sensitivity towards the environment is ingrained in their psyche along with
their educational and professional distinctions, they will take the country to new heights.
Prasoon Joshi, Chairman, Board of Film Certification of India
At Climate Jamboree 2018, New Delhi, India

-

Science shows we must. Solutions show we can. It is time for a global accelerator movement towards a
decarbonised world and the youth could be its moral compass and engine.
-

Johan Rockström, Joint Director, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK), Germany
At Climate Jamboree 2018, New Delhi, India

The very innovative idea of Climate Jamboree will ensure that everybody will get sensitized about and
will be able to work towards a sustainable future.
-

Hon’ble Shri Suresh Prabhu, Minister, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India
For and at Climate Jamboree 2018, New Delhi, India

About TERI School of Advanced Studies
The TERI School of Advanced Studies is a Deemed-to-be-University offering Masters and PhD Programmes in
sustainability studies. The programmes offered build on the core disciplines of under-graduate students, infuse
sustainability-oriented thinking in their consciousness and equip them with the inter-disciplinary skills necessary
for systemic problem-solving.

About Dalmia Cement
Dalmia Cement, a subsidiary of Dalmia Bharat Limited is a leading player in cement manufacturing since 1939.
It has been globally ranked no. 1 by CDP (formerly Carbon Disclosure Project) and has the lowest carbon
footprint in the global cement industry.

@CJ.TeriSAS

@CJ_TeriSAS

@CJ_TeriSAS

www.climatejamboree.terisas.ac.in
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